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PREFACE 


HE def n of the following brews is 0 
prove, That there is help for all in God) 
and that fin and deſtruction are from the 
creature only; The decrees and fore - 
knowledge of God have bean ur wg'd to overturn this 
r 


wholeſome and comfortabld-dofFrine. I have endea- 


voured therefore to Ot hem out of the, hands of 


the oppugners of our common ſalvation, I I baue 
dar d in this attempt to ſtep out of the uſual path, 
in ſome things, it is only from a zeal for the moral 
perfections of God ; and that I might the bitter 
maintain the truth and honour, thr harmony and 
authority of the ſacred ſcriptures, They that can 


Forgive me this one injury, an endeavour to demon. = 


ſtrate, that as we all want hel 7 we may have it, 
/ 


will forgive me the whole. in the goſpel I 


am 1 and am content to hes ly 76. 
proach of. $1," 


74 differ in this from ſome 
hw are truly humble and ſerious 1 yi let the fer- 
vency of our 2 love pe ar in bearing with 
one another, Since as to tell ſinners) — want 
| help, but can't have it, cen do no man any good) 


* 
| 
4 Bm 
i 3 


ir Te PRE FAC E. 
8 to tell them, they want help, and may have it, 
Lean do no one any hurt. - 
'.) Shou'd any think it worth their while to re- 
mark upon what I have wrote, it may be proper 
to let them know before hand, that 1 ſhall regard 
no arguments but what are grounded upon icrip- 
ture or reaſon ; nor ſball I think ſ#ch remarkets 
worth my notice, that appear cithet ſo Weak they 
cannot, or ſo perverſe that they will not under- 
ſtand what I have ſaid ;' or that ſhew à manifeſt 
diſpoſition to quarrel rather than t0arglie, or to ex- 
poſe the author rather than his cauſe. It may be 
reaſonably expetied alſo, they ſhoud not be a- 
ſham'd of their names; nor ſatisfy themſelves to 
carp and object here and there; but that they fairly 
enter the liſts with me, confute my arguments, and 
eſtabliſh a more honourable and conſiſtent ſcheme of 
thoughts, than that which I have here laid down, 
Tube doctrine of reprobation has been matter of 
infinite ſcandal 1 Chriſtianity, and particularly to 
the tenets of Calvin. Now, if I have ſuggeſted 
any thing that mayextricate his followers outof this 
Labyrinth, /o as yet to preſerve the reſt z I bave on- 
ly conſulted the reputation and ſpread of all that's 
= valuable in their ſcheme, viz. the truths that are 
amiable and ſanctifying, and ought to be eſteem d 
=  @ friend to our common chriſtianity, and no ene- 
| my to them: which under all the indignities I may 
meet with, ſball, I truſt, be the unfeigned endia 
vour of him, who is 0C 38 l 3 


Yours in all chriſtian ſervices, 
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GREATNESS. 


OF THE 


DIVINE LOVE. 


' VINDICATED, G . 


LETTER I 
/ 81 R, | y 


O UR repeated importunities old 
with other reaſon” have at ngth 
prevailed with me to ſend you my 


2 pre om — Co 


of our common "ſalvation, 

\ © O'Tfratl, thou haſt defroyed thy, but in me 
thine help, © 

| Whether the alarm mention'd here, was 


e writing of err er the 
y over them, 


If &, or onl is not very mate- 
rial. It was then ue and certain, 0970 timo · 
;pentance 7 and it is not unuſual, in the 


{ent, The great deſign of the 8 . e 
is plain, vf is to point ou the gil cone 


4 133 94 
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Aer fiyle, to Tpeak of ſuch events as pre, 
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ER (2) ' 

the calamily, and to direct them to the proper ri. 
ceny. Say, that the words have a more immediate 
feference to the 40% of Canaan, but then Canaan 


is here conſider'd as a 72 of Heaven, The land of 


promiſe ſhadows out the new heavens, and the 
new earth, wherein dwells righteouſneſs. Be- 
ſides, if the temporal deſtruction of ſinners is from 
themſelves, much more that which is eternal: And 
if y have offered help in God, as to the ruin 
that threatens them in this world, much more with 
regard to the wrath to come. And indeed, if 
the argument be good, O Iſrael, thou haſt di- 
ftroyd Tay $ELF; therefore thy fathers have 
not deſtroy'd thee: If the ſuppoſition of the 
one overturns the other; it muſt equally follow, 


that ſince they had deſtroy'd themſelves, their 


then preſent deſtruction could not be charg'd up- 
on Adam neither. We, thro? grace, ſtand upon 
our own bottom; are under a poſſibility of ſal- 
vation; and now the foul that 72 all die. If we 
die eternally, we die by our own hands. What- 
ever the caſe would have been without 4 femedy, 
yet as the matter now ſtands, the gail. of our 
deſtruction will lie at our own door. 
They are both extremes, either to think that 
ſinners want not help; this is to conſider man 
as not deſtroy' d, to repreſent him rather as an in- 
nocent than fallen creature, and is rank Pelagia- 
uiſin: or, to imagine that tho* they want help, 
yet it can't be had; this is to conſider ſuch as 
utterly loſt, as in the fate of devils ; and is groſs 
Antinomianiſm, But to conceive of ſinners as 
thoſe that want help, and may have it, is to treat 
them as in a ſtate of trial, as under a diſpenſation 
7 grace; and is what I take to be, plain Chri- 
ianity. » For God ſent not his ſon inta the world 


John iii. 19, _ 
2 bs TO 
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(3) 

TO CONDEMN the world, but that the world thro? 
him might be 8avep. Say, that God is able to 
help us, yet if he is not willing, ſtil! there is 
no help for us in God. And yet he that can help us, 
but keeps his help without our reach, can never 
be ſaid to be willing to help us. Help that is 
not to be had, is no help: Or, help that is to be 
had only by thoſe that come, if they cannot come, 
is yet no help, And yet if we can neither come 
without God's hand, nor come at his hand to 
draw us, we cannot come: So that ſtill there is 
no help, no hope, This help, you'll ſay, will be 
accepted only by ſome, and not by all. What 
then ? Had there not been help provided for all, 
"as well as for /ome, it would never have been 
ſaid unto [/ael in general, In me is your belp, And 
indeed an help that is not by name tender'd to 
any, mult be tender'd to all, or itistender*d to 
none at all, i. e. it is not ſo tender d, as that any, 
upon their acceptance of the offer, can claim a 
right unto the help that's offered, | 

Perhaps you'll ſay, we allow there is help 
in God for 1/ael, for thoſe that are 1 aelites in- 
deed, God's choſen ones: But what is this to 
rebellious Iſrael, to thoſe that are Jes accord- 
ing to the fleb only? I anſwer, ſhould it be 


_ ſuppoſed, but not granted, that by 1/rael here, the 


ele only are intended; yet how can it be truly 
ſaid, Theſe have deſtroy'd themſelves, if it was 
never in their power to have prevented their de- 
ſtruction. Beſides, will any ſay, Tho! the ele 
part of Iſrael did deſtroy themſelves, or were de- 
ſtroy'd by their own fuſe yet the reſt were de- 


ſtroy d of God, or by others, i. e. were deſtroy'd 


without their own fault? But the truth is this, 
as 1/rael is ſometimes taken for thoſe who are not 


choſen; v. g. What then? Iſrael hath not xe 
Hat 


1 

that which he ſeeketh for, but the election bath ob- 
tain'd it ©; ſo nothing is more plain, than that 
by Hrael here, are meant the people of the Fews 
in general; or at leaſt, in oppoſition to Fudab, 
thoſe rebellious ten tribes that revolted from the 
houſe of David, and clave to Feroboam ; Tho? 
thou ISRAEL play the harlot, yet let not Jupant of- 
fend d. It was the degenerate part of the Jews, 
even thoſe of whom the prophet thus complained, 
© T have ſeen an horrible thing in the houſe of Iſrael, 

there is the whoredom of E Wan, Iſrael is defiled. 
And again, * 1frael is an empty vine, he bringeth 
forth fruit unto himſelf. It was (I ſay) degenerate 
Iſrael, to whom God declares, Thou haſt deſtroy- 
ed thy ſelf, but in me is thine help, And this was 
one proof, or evidence, that their deſtruction was 
of themſelves, In that HELP was to be HAD in God, 
and they ReFus'D it. 

Why ſhou'd it be grievous nnto any to hear, 
that God is ready to help them? Since if it be 
not ſo, all muſt wiſh it was %. Sure I am, this 
is the Goſpel, every one wou'd chuſe for pimſer, 
wou'd chuſe for his brother, and for a loſt world. 
To be told, you are deſtroy'd by another”s ſin, 
and yet there is no help to be had againſt this de- 
ſtruction: Or, that you have deſtroy'd your 
ſelf, and in God there is help indeed; but it is 
ſuch help as after all that you can do, SD never 
ſhall/,never can be the better for: Wou'd not 
this be far worſe to you, than the hand- writing 
that Bel/hazzar ſaw upon the plaiſter of che wall 
of the kings palace? 5 And wou'd it not make 
thy countenance to change, thy thoughts to trou- 
ble thee, the joints of thy loins to be looſed, 


„Nom. xi. 7. @ Hoſea iv. 15. e Ibid, vi. 10. f Ibid. x. 1: 
Dan. v. 5, . | 


* 
* 


and 


2 ESR Meds . . ͤ Aaÿgĩa VP. un. 


* 


and thy knees to ſmite one againſt another? 
Why then ſhou'd any be diſpleas'd, if I can prove 
to them, that tho? God be their adverſary, yet 
he may be their friend, if it be not their own fault? 
Or for exhortingthem, » To agree with this adver- 
AH, while they are in the way with him? 

as it really an error, it muſt be allow'd to 
be a very harmleſs error. As to tell men, They 
WANT help, but can*T have it, can do no man any 


good; ſo to tell them, They wanT help, and 


MAY have it, can do no man any burt. It can 
neither injure the ele, nor thoſe that are not e- 
lefed. Salvation will be never the leſs ſure and 
and certain unto God's choſen, becauſe the door 
was open unto others alſo : Nor will the perdition 


of others be the more excuſable, becauſe ſalvation 


was what — might have had, but wou'd not. 
It is not a doctrine that tends either to 2 or 
licentiouſneſt, but rather to that hope which puri- 
fies z and ſets the divine being in a more lovely view. 
Beſides, if it be not properly our fault, that we 
are faulty, then who can blame me, tho' I err; 
or tho* I propagate my error? Adam is the only 
erjminal. Let the error be what it will that you 
or I do utter; they are our organs indeed, but 
it is Adam's crime. Neither can any be corrupted 
by our errors, that were not under a nece//ity, by 
their firſt parents fall, ro embrace them. For to 
— that they are not neceſſarily erroneous, is 
to ſuppoſe that the error is their own ; and if de- 
firuftive, that the deſtruction is of themſelves ; 
which the oppoſers of this doctrine will by no 
means allow, 2 

The diſpoſition to monopolize ſalvation, to 
engroſs the offers of ſaving help, as if it was the 


b Matt. V. 25. ; 
>, Pecu ar 


_ cornſel of God. ere was 


: ( 6 ) : —1 
har, or the privilege of ſome was ve 
[pn ed in e — ay take you 
church of K- 


of the counſel of God, 
ſo contrary to the pride and 
his hearers, that (had he conſulted e and N 
his carnal eaſe) he ſhou'd have been tempted td 
have ſhunn'd the preaching of it: Which yet was * 
of that importance unto ſinnets to know, that to 
have concealed it from them, wou'd have been 
to have drawn upon himſelf the guilt of their 
blood z wou'd have made him a guilty party in 
the deſtruction of their ſouls. Now, wou'd you 
know, what branches of the divine connſe! Paul 
was under ſuch a temptation to have ſhunn'd 
the declaration of ? /Why, wy $a chiefly two, 
1/t. That /alvation was to be bad by the Gentiles, 
or was offer*d unto them, as well as unto the 
Jews. 2dly, That Chriſt Jeſus, whom the Jews 
did crucify, was the author of this ſalvation. 
He taught them PUBLICKLY, and FROM HOUSE TO 

HOUSE, teſtifying both to the Jews, and alſo to the 

GREEKS, repentance towgrds God, and FAITH o- 
wards OUR Ry CrrisT. It was for this 

goſpel he had ſuffered, and was ſhamefully en - 
treated at Philippi ; and which he tells the Th 
ſalonians he was bold in God to ſpeak unto 

them with much contention, For as we were al- 

lowed of God, ſays he, to be put in truſt with the 

goſpel, even ſo we ſpeak, not as PLEASING MEN, 
but Gop, &c. Some, it ſeems, wou'd have been 

even pleaſed, had he confined ſalvation to the 


i Ads xx. 26, 27. & Adds xx. 19, 20, 21. 


» Jews, 
* 7 
+ 


— 
1 


19 the face of ALL people z a light to lighten the 


| them and yet for their ot of whi 


OO Iu SON 417%0coaee K oo W959, 


(7) 
Fetvs, and had he ſpoke of the Gentiles as a 
people ; as others took pleaſure in deſpiſing the 
author of ſalvation, as if he had been a decei» 
ver, and not the Lord of glory, But Paul choſe 
rather to pleaſe God than man z and rather, 
with juſt and devout Simeon, to ſay, Mine eyes 
dave ſeen thy ſalvation, which thou 


0 


INTIvzs, and the glory of thy people Iſrael. But 


i : now a ſalvation ſo prepared before the face of all 


ple, as that it is not peſible to be bad by 


they ſhall be puniſt'd with a greater damnation, _ 
This is Tas condemnation : A ſalvation I ſay, / 

pre wou'd have been ſuch a light, as the 
Gentiles wou'd have been ready to have deem'd 
darkneſi z and ſuch a glory as the people of [acl 


wou'd have had too much cauſe to have 


* A goſdel pon impoſſible terms is but 
e _— how the ibing. But to gell ſinners 
that as they are in circumſtances that need the 
divine belp, ſo (during this day of their viſitation) 
they are in circumſtances too, in which it 
be had; or that they are not to be deftroy'd by 
their firſt parents fall, but that they may eſcape 
— if _ __ = defro them- 
ves : This is indeed good tidings of great j 
and worthy to be preached unto = odd, 22 
cording to our Lord's commiſſion, ® Go ye into 
ALL THE WORLD, and preach the goſpel to E VERY 


 EREATURE : He that believeth and is baptized ſball 


be ſaved; but he that believeth not, ſhall be dam- 

This is the bleſſed hope that the goſpel 
hath brought to light; and that it behoveth - 
every Church, and every member therein to be- 


t Luke ii. 31, 32. ® Mark xvi. 15, 16. 


lieve 


( 23 

lieve, to bald forth, rand ad fete, F/2 
continue in the faith, grounded 34 
not moved away —— br 
ye have heard, Capper na _— 2 
creature which is under heaven, _—_ J Paul 
am made a miniſter. The faith, the 4 
ſee) which they were (Horn they be 
able) to continue in, and of which Part nn was 
made a minifter, were that faith and hope which 
belonged unto every creature, every rational crea- 
ture, which was under beat Peace on earth 
[the offer of peace unto the' whole earth] good-will 
towards man God's e to be, in * Chriſt, 
reconciled to all men] is lory to God in the 
higheſt, which was the bleed ſubject of the ave 
gel's ſong, at our Saviour s birth, 
So that the propoſition that ariſes from the | 
whole, and which, for order ſake, I ſhall make 
the foundation of what I have further to n is 


this: 
It is of great importance unto ſinners tobe- 
lieve, gs they — deſtroy'd themſelves ; and. yet 


that in God they have 0 offered help. 
Ins this propoſition there are ſeveral branches 
that deſerve a diſftin# conſideration z as, that we 
are really deſtroy'd ; that we have deſtroy*d eur - 
ſelves z that God is able to help us z that he is 
to hel = neee | 
tance to be 8 both 8 

deftrudtion, —_ 27885 
Firſt, — gh 17 Nun > is inp 
5 


Man donſider'd as without the 


| brings, is %. We ha 
—4 res hy e The wager fm Tour rb 


Nen la a. power ts recover this riget © 
» Col. i.at, » Rem: vi. ag, 
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(9) 
The cderubims and a flaming ſtuord turn d every 
way to keep the way of the tree of life, that none 
might eat and live. Gen. iii. 24. We have loſt 


our di/doſition unto holineſs, as it lies in a love to 


God and Man ; * our carnal minds are enmity a- 
gainſt Cod; 4 inclin'd to live in malice and en- 
vy, hateful and hating one another. We have 
loſt our power to recover, without the divine 
help, this diſpoſition for holineſs: As the carnal 
mind is not, ſo neither indeed can it be ſubject 
to the law of God. 4 They that are in the fleſp 
cannot pleaſe God, = 
The want of a due conviction, that without 
the help which the goſpel brings, we are 4%, 


will tempt us to deſpiſe the emed it offers as an 


unneceſſary thing; to aſcribe ſalvation to the 
merit of our own works, and not to the blood of 
Chriſt ; to deny that in Adam all dy d; to take 
up with that for ſaxFification and holineſs, which 
our natural abilities alone, without the ſpirit's 
aid, are capable of; to indulge to pride and 
ſelf-admiration ; and to delay our acceptance of 
thoſe gracious aſſiſtances that wait upon us. 

| Secondly, As we are deſtroy'd, ſo we have de- 
ſtroy'd onr/elves. O Iſrael thou haſt deſtroy'd thy- 
ſelf. As if God had ſaid, I have not deſtroy d 
you  oibers have not deſtro —— but as you 
are deſtroy'd, ſo your d lon is of your. 


If, God has not deſtroy'd us. He can nei- 
ther nor incline to ſin, the guilty cauſe of 
our deſtruction, +, Sin has neither his command, 
nor promiſe, nor ſo much as his real connivance. 
to countenance it. True i becauſe ſentence ageing | 
an evil work it not ſpeedily executed, therefore th 


'Þ Rom, vill. 9, ( Tit. ill. 3. * Rom. Ml. 7, 8, 


4 


4 


| (wo) 

beatt of the men is fally ſet in them to do 
evil. nue 1 AG duly Ki” oo there is an 
eternity before them for God to ſhew his infinite 
diſpleaſure againſt ſin in; that there are curſes in 
in the mean while upon record, full charg*d 
with wrath, and pointed towards the ſinner z 
and that abuſed patience will encreaſe the con- 
demnation, they would find but ſmall encou- 
' ragement from the divine forbearance to ſerve 
divers luſts and pleaſures, Nay, fin is ſo far 
from having any real countenance from God, that 
it is the declared obje# of Hib hatred z it is oppo- 
ſite to his government; what he is active to reſtrain, 
and to de/iroy 3, what he purſues with his judg- 
ments in this world, and threatens with eternal 
vengeance in the next, Let us therefore guard 
againſt any ſuch inſinuation, as if God had de- 
ſtroyed us; it is a and wicked, foo and- 
highly provoking unto his holineſs. no man 
ſay, when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither temp- 
teth he any man *, C | 18 
Secondly, As we muſt not charge our deſtru- - 
ction upon God, ſo neither can we urge it 
upon others. Indeed by man, by the firſt Adam, 
came death; we loſt life and immortality by 
his fall. Yet we muſt remember alſo, by man, 
by the * ſecond Adam, came the reſurrection from 
the dead. Our bleſſed Emmanuel bath aboliſht . 
death, and brought kfe and immortality to light theo 
the Goſpel u. The ſeed of the woman hath bo- 
ken the ſerpent's bead, hath ruined the y-- 
ing power the devil —— the fall; 
has fo far ruin'd it, that our preſent deſtruction 


— 
. * 
- 
- « - 


r Eocl. viii. 11. C Jam. i. 13. t x Cor. XV. 21. 
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(17) 
is not the neceſſary effect of our firſt 
diſobedience, but ariſes from our own voluntary 
and guilty neglef? of the great ſalvation. We 
are put into a new ſtate of trial. Life and death, 
bleſling and curſing are again ſet before us to 
take our choice. I call heaven and earth to re- 
cord this day againſt you (ſays Moſes to all Iſrael) 
that I have ſet before you life and death, bleſſing 
and curſing z therefore chuſe life *. So that if we 
die now, it is not becauſe we cannot have life, 
but becauſe we won't have life. Our Saviour 
therefore lays the. death of ſinners, not upon 
their weeknef, but upon their wilfulneſs 3! 7e will 
not come to me, that ye might have life. Chriſt 
allowed them to be dead, and that without bim 
they could not live : But yet he ſuppoſes that 
they might come for life. He had ſo far con- 
ſulted their fallen 12 as to ſuit his remedy un- 


1 


to it; and therefore their ncglect to come for 
42 made death tb be their own choice, and their 

eſtruction to be of themſelves. Say that the 
diſeaſe is hereditary, derived from the grand pa- 
rent, and that it is mortal in its own nature, 
tends to deathz yet ſince the remedy is within 
thy reach, and it is thy wilful refuſal that makes 
it ineffectual, thou muſt blame yh, and not 
thy fore-father, if thou dieſt of this diſeaſe, 
The fin therefore that is connected with death, 
with eternal death, St. James repreſents as our 
own fin, and not Adam's, It is ſuch a fin as our 
original corruption may entice us to, but cannot 
compel us to commit. We are drawn away of 
our own luſt, and enticed not forced. Then, when 


Al batb conceived, it bringeth forth fin ; and 
E 


that tho? our luſtings be originally from Adam, 
* Deut. xxx. 19. Y John v. 40. Jam. i. 14, 15. 
| & i yet 


— —— . 
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612) 
yet the ſin that's deadly, or ſor which any man 
dies eternally, is his own work; therefore ſtill 
we deſtroy ouſelues. OA VAAN, eee 

And it is a matter ſo evident and plain, that 
we die, becauſe we will die, that is free to 
appeal not only to beholders, but to every mans 
own conſcience, whether it be not ſo. * Why will 
ye die ? As if God had ſaid, you ſhall be your- 
own judges. I challenge you to produce any 
thing as the real, as the neceſſary cauſe of your 
death, but becauſe you will not have life. And 
this divine appeal is the more to be regarded, 
becauſe it is in anſwer to a wicked infinuation, 
as if God was treating with them about life up- 
on impoſſible terms. If, ſay they, d our tranſ- 
grelſions and our fins be upon us, and we pine away in 
them, how ſhould we then live? We want the 
pardon of our ſin; but if the pardon of ſin is 
not to be had, our ſins are unpardonable ; How 


| ſhould we then live? Or, we want to be cleanſed 


from ſin; but if grace to ſanctify us is not to be 
had, our ſanctification is impoſſible z How ſhould 
we then live? But now it is ſo unworthy of the 
Divine Goodneſs and Sincerity to ſet life before 
them, but out of their reach; to ſeem to offer 
ſomething, and to hold forth nothing, that God 
gives them not only his Word, but his Oath to 
purge himſelf from ſo vile a charge. © Say unto 
them, ſays God to the Prophet, as I live I have 
no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn 
ge, from your evil ways z for why will ye die, O 
houſe of Iſrael? As if had ſaid, were the 
terms of life impoſſible, as your complaint would 
argue, this would repreſent me as having plea« 


a Ezck. xxzill. 11, bv peer. Or 8 — 11. ; 
ſure 
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| (13) 1 5 
ſure in the death' of the wicked; that it is my 
fault, and not theirs, or my fault more than zbeirs, 

that they now "hx in their iniquities and pine 


away in their fins : But ſay unto them, as J live, 
I have 0 pleaſure in their death, c. But I pro- 
ceed to ſhew, | | 

Thirdly, That tho* we have deſtroyed our 
ſelves, yet God is able to help us. This is the 
leaſt that is intended, It cou'd in no ſenſe be 


ſaid, That in God is our help, if (as matters now 


ſtand) he was unable to ſave us. But when I 
ſpeak of God's ability to help ſinners, I wou'd 
not be underſtood of a remote and diſtant power 
only, of a meer natural ability in God, conſi- 
der'd as an almighty and infinitely wiſe being, to 

ut things into ſuch a ſtate, that we might have 

elp: But that there is a more immediate and 


preſent power, ſuch as ariſes from a due prepa- 


ration and diſpoſition of matters for ſuch a work. 
Who will ſay, it is ab/olutely impoſſible for God 
to help the very Devils ? If you conſider his pow- 
er in its native ſtrength, as not limited by his 
purpoſe, and direed by his counſels; we know 
of no flat contradiction in the thing it ſelf. And 
et it was never ſaid unto them, O gevils, ye 
ave deftroy'd yourſelves, but in me is your help. 
Neither would ſuch a declaration have become 
the divine wiſdom and ſimplicity ; becauſe there 
are no preparations for ſuch a work, 10 diſpoſitions 
towards itz but on the contrary, a peremptory 
decree, that let them do what they will or can, 
they ſhall notwithſtanding be reſerved in ever- 
ing _ under darkneſi, unto the judgment of 

the great day, 
- But when God is ſaid to be liable to help us, 
my meaning is, there are magazines laid up, all 
requiſite ſores provided, Our diſtemper has been 
conſulted, 


= (14) 
conſulted, and a. remedy adapted. There is all 
her treaſured up in a proper ſubjedt, viz. in 
our bleſſed redeemer, to anſwer all our wants and 
exigences. It is a power at hand, a ver) pre- 
ſent help, calculated for this great time of need. 
God has laid up in his ſon merit enough to juſti- 
fy our perſons, and to reſtore our right unto a 
bleſſed immortality z and grace enough to ſanitify 
our natures, and prepare us for it. 
1᷑ft. In the ſon of God there is merit enough 
to jul our perſons, and to reſtore our right un- 
to a jeſſed immortality., This ſufficiency of 
merit in Chriſt will appear by the appointment and 
acceptance of his father. * 
By the father's appointment. Our Lord was 
by divine d:/ignation ſet apart for this purpoſe, 
to take away the curſe, He was ſent 440 redeem us 
from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
ui, Now had the father 175 ted an inſufficient 
ſuviour, one that was not able to have anſwered 
the end of ſatisfying for ſin, it muſt have reflected 
highly, either upon the integrity of God, as if 
he had dealt deceitfully with ſinners z or pen 
his coſ dom, as if thro! an over-ſight he had pitc ed 
upon an incompetent perſon 4 or upon his omi- 
potence, as if thro! a defect of power he was un- 
able to qualify our Lord for the great work he 
= called him to. It appears alſo to be ſuffie 
ent | | 
From the divine acceptance, God did not on- 
ly ordain our Saviour for but accept him in the 
work, * This is my beloved ſon, in whom I. am 
WRELL«PLEASBD, d had promiſed that the ſeed 
of the woman ſhou'd break the ſerpent's bead 
ſhou'd countermine the deſigns of Satan, and 


' ©« Gal. lik rg, „Mat. UL 17. 


ruin . 


and. hit. ii tl —_ 
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ruin the kingdom he had founded upon Adam's 
fall: He had promiſed to ſend that immaculate 
lamb: which wou'd take away the fins of the 
world; that ſacrifice which 'd-anſwer the 
demands of juſtice: which ſhou'd pacify his an- 

r, and — him to returning ſinners. 
Now when he view'd our Lord peſſeſ of his of- 
fiee, ſurveyed the divine endowments his ſon was 
crown'd with for the accompliſhmetit of this gra- 


cCious enterprize, he ſmiled upon him, embra- 


ced and lov'd him: A full demonſtration of our 
Saviour's ſufficiency z * or that the blood of Chriff 
CAN cleanſe us ſrom all fin, Let thy ſins be le- 
vell'd againſt man or God, a — law or 
pely let them be of heart or life, of om on of 
commiſſion z let them be committed againſt N 
and love, againſt purpoſes and vows y/ In contem 
of divine mercies or in defiance of God's j Ju 
ments z let them run thro! every part of life, lrg 
every duty, be of what continuance of aggravation 
they wil 1 be they never ſo —— extended 
and ſwell'd with poiſonous malignity, it matters 
not in point of de hegy the 1050 f Chriſt tan 
cleanſe you from 
2% in the Mood of Chriſt, haart 
that. 
adly, In Chriſt there is not on! 

ni, and ny» uf of 


mori to juſtify our 
t 2 a bleſſe lmmoradity ; but «ln 
our _— and to pre» 


grace alſo to ſan 


Ne K. ty in this re ld he ap- ap- 
12 able helper. Of bla fa, ſays' 
obn, 1 Hav all we 1 


and grace grace, 
ow from what our Lord hath dove, to what he, 
tan do, la fair arguing; That Word ary 


#1Jokal.q, 8 Johal. 16. 


the 


—— of all, There is vertue- 
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the b inning was not only with God, bin wie: 
God, and without whom was not any thing. 
anos that was made z he can perform every 
that is not a contradition in Itſelf yz or a 
rs an upon divine perfeltion ; he can create in us 

a clean heart and renew a right - * 
So much for the third bran dat is 
able to help us 4 that there is/in God/a more in- | 
mediate and preſent po "oe ſuch, as ariſes from 


a due preparation and diſpoſition of —— for 
ſuch a work ; or, that he has laid help 
one that is mighty to ſave, I come to 8 
Fourthly, That God offers u this wy That 
Iſrael was already deſtroy'd, or about 10 be 
was very evident there was no room to deny, 
or to diſpute this. But the queſtlon was Who 
muſt bear the blame? On whom muſt ho fm 
2 thelr 74 reſt 40 The, 7 phe 
were for t. an n 
the blame wo web r fo 4 iniquity, and 
God's ſcvoriiy.“ The fathers bave ye = ap gra 4 
the children's 9940 are /et on « But w 


ys God? O Iſrael, thou 4 1 
But now, 10 Abele ous 1 ih rep 4; 
we have deft 


rey'd our ſelves; then thers by 
hope, no 10 that tho" we have loved wed rang 1 
yet after them will * therefore to meet 
with this . it Is immediately added. 
But in me is thine help. Thy W but it 
is not deſperate. I am reach tobelp che Chriſt, 
is. of made unto us, in the fncere, offers . 
of the golp both wan and fg. 


%. We kedecbeet ot a Kl in Cluit 
to-h be 5 » He, 


(17) 

1 for us, who knew no ſin, that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs of God in bim. He it the 
end of the law for xtouTroVaNAES un every one 
that believeth, Our bleſſed Lord thought no- 


thin 
work out an everlaſting rig 


was made / 


too painful, too oy, — — = 
teouſneſys, that 


11 might be able to atone for all guilt, and to 
. merit the ſinners acceptance, And can we 
ha once imagine that this was done, that the power 
or might lie doymant, and fleeping? Doubtleſs 
he that waded ſo deep into ſorrows, and laid 
down his very life that he might be gu- ta 
at redeem us from the curſe, is abundantly read 
b, to communicate the bleſſings he hath purchaſe 
ſy What he ſays unto the church of Laodices, he 
95 topo unto all, " cou xt. thee to buy of me gold 
it tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich z and white 
* raiment, that tho may be cloathed, and that the 
5 ſhame of th — not appear, 
4 240%, We have the offer of ſtrengtb and grace 
4 in Chriſt to help us againſt the captivating force 
* and defiling tains of fin, He that was ſo ” | 
4 to bear the weight of his father's wrath to de 
85 ver us from hell, is not % ready to communicate 
” 3 his /anfifying influences, to fit us for beauen ] to. 
| the eyes of whoſe holineſs fin is more abominable 
l chan hell is formidable, Nay, whilſt God doth , 
m | take delight in the miſery of the impenitent, as it 
is an ad of juſtice upon their rebellionz there 
+ is no conſideration can poſſibly reconcile him to 
7 ſin, but he will be ſtill purſuing it with his im- 
7 — hatred, and with eternal vengeance. 
7 he apoſtle teaches us to argue from God's 
1 greater benefits to thoſe that are /maller, u He that 


ſpared not his own ſon, but delivered him up for us 
all, How ſhall be not with him alſo freely give us 
1 Rom. x. 4. 3 a Rom. viii, 32. 


(18) 
all things! So here, if our Lord was a willing 
acrifice to ſave us from ſin's curſe; ſhall he not 
much rather diſplay his omnipotence to lean/e 
us from the ſtain of ſin? ' The exeroiſe. of his 
ative power is not ſo grievous, as his heing an 
offering for ſin, wherein our 'Loxd:;was: paſrve 4 
ere muſt therefore he, if poſible, a uch raa- 
dier diſpoſition in Chriſt to be-unto us ſancliſica- 
tion than rigbteouſneſi. But, | 0A. 
Fiſtbiy, As to the real importance of a right be- 
47 concerning our preſent malady, and the offer- 
remedy, I wou'd obſerve If it ſhall appear, 
that it can't be any hurt unto the /aint or fanner, 
to believe, That they have deſiroy'd THEMSELVES, 
and yet that they have orrꝝRRD belp in God: But 
that on the contrary, it is a doctrine according 
to godlineſs; If it ſhall appear that ſuch a con- 
viction is an encouragement to faith and humility, 
to patience and hope; is a friend to endeavours ; 
per ſtwades us our atiual ſins are my our own, 
and more criminal in the ſight of than that 
which is only imputed to us, and was committed 
by our gang parent; if not againſt, at leaſt 
Without our wills: If this account of our ſtate 
Te ae i fo Freak, he Hoe 0k 
to the goſpel,” to the ſpread, an 
 fſucce of it of it beſt reconciles the — of 
 * ſeripture y gives a reputation and force to the threat« 
ming, and promiſes of God; beſt vindicates his 
moral character, as his — 5 his juſtice, his | 
mercy and truth: If it makes it not only a great 
duty to attend upon, but f great privi. | 
lege 'to enjoy 1555 ordinances 4 is an encou- 
"a f to a penitential confeſſion of ſin, and to 
fiducial recumbency on our Saviour; if it rather 
guard: than 7 the doctrines of alain, ane 
P11 ſeverance, and ſets the doctrine of aſſurance 
» wid 4 7 upon 


* 
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upon a more rational foundation; if it gives the 
honour that is due to the /atisfaion of the  /on 
and to the /anifying operations of the /pirit 3 and 
ſo ſhedꝭ g luſtre — a glory upon the whole oeco- 
nomy of our ſalvation : If this appears to be the real 
caſe, (as I truſt it will) it is ſurely not only a 
very harmleſs, but a very important doctrine; and 
worthy to be contended earneſtly for, as the very 
marrow of the goſpel, that our bible contains. 

And yet ſhall it'be diſeſteem'd and lighted, 
only to make way for ſome indigeſted and anti- 
_ notion of neceſſitating decrees of in, that 

as no foundation either in. reaſon or ſcripture z 
that, was it true, can be uſeful to none; nay, ' 
that will, perhaps, be found not only to be 
falſe in itſelf, but an enemy to godlineſs ; in that 
it is a cheriſher of unbelief and pride, of murmur 
and deſpair ; is a friend to ſloth and ſecurity; an 
enemy to the love of. God to the ſpread, to the 
ſtudy. and ſucceſs of the goſpel; ſets ſcripture at val 
riance with itſelf ; enervates and vilifies the di- 
vine promiſes and threatnings 3 ſtabs the moſt a- 
miable perfection of the deity z nulliſies the bleſ- 
ſings of go/pel inflitutions z makes the heart to har- 
den into impenitency; perplexes the otherwiſe whol- 
ſome doctrines of elellion, and perſeverance z re- 
preſents the comforts of urance as chimerical 
17 I et, —_— 775 1 
the ſon's: tion, and the 8 influences j 4 
(in a word) draws a veil of darkne} over the 
moſt exquiſite contrivance of redeeming love, But 
theſe are toplicks L.can but juſt mention In this _ 
el I muſt therefore reſerve a more particular 

iſcuMon of them, to be Wan, of the/tyo 
following letters, I am, LR 
Your moſt obliged Servant, 
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. 1 
THE 
GREATNESS 
OF THE 


DIVINE LO VE 


VINDICATED, &.. 


LETTER I. 
SIR, 


M Y principal deſign, as you will eaſily ob- 


ſerve, is to ma e out theſe two points z 
he po881BILITY of our COMMON ſalvation is 4 
real TRUTH: And that a firm mRLIEe of this truth 
is matter of great u TANCE. The truth of the 
doctrine I have endeavoured to eſtabliſh in my 
firſt letter: To ſhew the vaſt importance of a 
88 of its truth, will be the buſineſs - 
4 
Now its importance will appear, from the ma- 
nifold advantages ſuch a belief brings with it, 
That as we need the divine help, ſo we may have 
the help that we need. It is a friend to the ob- 
je of worſhip z to the rule of worſhip z to the 
ordinances of worſhip z to the go 155 = z to 
2 cat e, of the pel in particular z 


755 ee. 
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5 . knowledge, the abſoluteneſs o 


— 


diſrobe him tof his peruliar glofy: You 
him 4 reat but frightful, powerful but formidable, 
an ob) | 
., ſpirituality of his eſſence, the infinity of his pre- . 
bo FH foe — eternity of his duration, the unchan ales 
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This dogrine, that we have deſtroy d our 
ſelves, but that in God is offer'd help, beſt _ 
cates God" moral character, as his holineſs, his 
Juſtice, his mercy, and truth, 

Strip the divine being of his moral perfecti- 
ons, ang you ſtrip him of his Godhead u 


ject of our dread but not of our Hv. The 


leneſs of his nature, the un 1 0 
his dominion, and 
the — 14 * of his power map make him 


the terror of all worlds; but they are his Bolineſi 


and rigbteouſieſi, his mercy and truth, muſt make 
God our deg and 25 Thereſpre to be pro- 
digal of the h6nour of eſe amiable — * 

is to injure God in a very tender point, and 
muſt be highly provoking. The doctrines then 
that beſt guard and illuſtrate theſe divineſt ex- 
cellencies, that denominate him all perfeet and 
good, are moſt likely to be the doctrines of re- 
demption, . where there are ſuch aber of the ; 


riches both of his wwi/dom and grace. 
1. To ſuppoſe that nothin "bur — Ms. * 
of Herd belp can eventually ve, Goff 


beſt illuſtrate the holineſs of * . — thing 
are ſaid of this attribute in ſcripture, ® Daly, holy 

is the Lord of hoſts. * He is of purer eyes 2 
Id bebold iniquity, © He is glorious in — Now, 


- what is his holineſs? Why, it is the abſolute 


rectitud- and perfection of the divine nature, 


Fein to which all the operations. of his infi- 
1 and will, ene e his word a 


ia * Hab: 1 43. — u m2 1 


ake 


- 


- 


a 
** thereto. N 17 - 
- Now, if God has ſo far conſulted our fallen 
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worſhip, are exactly order 
pales God to take the higheſt delight.ia.all 


———_— of holineſs- in his creatures, 4 
ternally to abhor every thing that is contran 


ſtate. in the remedy he has provided, that it is 
left ro our fair choice, whether we will be holy 
or unholy z and if God, to ſnew his delight in 
the former, has (as an holy and wiſe governour) 
given us a perfect rule of holineſs, enforced by 
infinite and eternal rewards and puniſhments : 
He muſt appear to every impartial beholder 
to be an holy being ; in that all the advantages of 
| par — lie on the ſide of holineſs. But 
if he only preſents us with an impoſſible rule, ſets 
before 1is-1mpoſſible bleſſings ; and threatens us 
with unavoidable vengeance ; this may excite 
an enmity againſt God, but will never diſpoſe 
us to give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holinef? 

holy. | . | 
2dly. It beſt vindicates the juſtice and the righ- 
teouſneſs of God. We are told, 4 that the Lord 
is righteous in all bis ways. That there is no un- 
rigbteou ſneſi in bim. That the righteous Lord lov- 
eib rigbteouſucſi. But what is the juſtice and righ- 


teouſneſs of God? It is that perfect knowledge 
and love of equity, by which he neither it, nor 


can be guilty of any thing the leaſt injurious un- 


of arid. nch dif 


or to endeavour to be holy as God is 


to: himſelf, or to his creature; but is exact and 


equal in the higheſt degree, both in the diſtribu- 
tion of rewards and puniſhments, 

Now, 'i6«the-foul that fins doth die; and 
this, becauſe e will not accept of life; if 


4 PL cv. 17; e Pf. rell. 15. f Pf. xi. 7. 
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. r 
our deſtruction is of our ſelves, and if we ow nr 
ſelves had help offered us to have prevented this | 
deſtruction, how unſpotted and how clear doth + = 
the equity of the divine proceedings ſhew? FF 
How ſafely may the great God appeal unto e- : 
very man's own conſcience, whether he has any 
_ pleaſure at all in the death of the wicked? And 
lay, are not my ways equal? Are not your 
ways unequal? As he faid to rebellious 17ael, and 
now, 5 O inhabitants of Feruſalem and men of Ju- 
dab, judge I pray you, between me and my vine= 
yard. What room to clamour againſt God, 
ſince where there is a willing mind, it is accep- 
ted (as the apoſtle obſerves of their charity) ac- 
cording to that a man hath, and not according 
to that he hath not. 
But if God requires of him to whom he gave | 
but one talent, the ſame encreaſe, as he re- 
x quires of them to whom he gave two or five ta- | 
1 lents; and for want of ſuch encreaſe doth caſt 
him as a wicked and ſlothful ſervant into out- 
ward darkneſs; the ſervant of this Lord wou'd 
have ſome colour to ſay,. thou Art an hard ma- 
ſter, reaping where thou haſt not ſown, and 
gathering where thou haſt not ſtrew'd. And yet 
1 5 wou'd not ſome perſuade us, that tho? we have 
IR not one talent, but what we loſt in Adam, and 
. therefore what we never had; yet God requires 
g the ſame encreaſe of us, and upon the ſame pe- 
„* nalty, as he expected it from Adam, to whom 
. he gave all talents? Nay; that a much ſorer 
ment ſhall fall upon his poſterity for com- : 
ing into the world without his talents,” then for 
the abuſe of any other lower gifts and powers 
; - that were committed to their on keeping and 
a improvement. 5 | | ia] 
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68. "Proxy. 9. Ii. . 21. 


Oh! how difficult muſt. it be to ptive God's 


ways equal, upon ſuch a diſpenſation of things? 

boy! W ben conſcious of it, in Ee 
they don't pretend to clear up the divine juftice, 
but by betaking themſelves to the divine ſove- 
reighty, and affirming that he is above juſtice. 


Or, by afferting that injuſtice in man, may be 


juſtice in God; as if God was leſs juſt than his 
creature. Upon the ſame foot of arguing ano- 
ther might ſay, the divine being might be what 
we call unholy, falſe, and cruel ; We, plead that 
all theſe (when weigh'd in the ſcale of the divine 
ſovereignty) may be holineſs, truth and mercy. 
But we fhou'd have a care of calling light 
darkneſs, and darkneſs hgtir, ſweet bitter and 
bitter fweer, 5 good evil and evil good: Leſt 
it expoſe us to the woe of fuch as are wiſe 
- their own eyes, and prudent in their o.] 
ht.“ 8 3 | 

* aly, It beſt vindicates the mercy and goodneis 
of God. One of the prime characters of the 
divine being is this, t The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious. * Thou art Good, and d 
good. He n good unto all, and bis tender . mercies 

are over all bis works, When God proceeds to 
works of ſevericy, He is faid u iv d his work, 


| bis ſtrange work; to bring to paſs bis att, bis frange 
af, . *: e 


Now this account of the divine wy bg rs 
appear to the moſt captious caviller to be fair 
and right, on ſuppoſition, that even tho' we 
were our own d ers, yet God has provided 
help, an help chat is ſuited to our fallen ſtate 

neceſſities: Nay; hach given unto ſtanding 


Shaw 197.7 4s hs 1: © 24-4 a 4d 
6 Tal. v. 20. Boer. 21. 1 Ex. xxxiv. 7. K Pf. Six. 
officers 


E 


| Cam) - Was 
officers in his church the miniſtry of reconcilia- 
tion, viz. That God is in Chriſt reconciling” 
the world unto himſelf, not imputing their int = 
quities: And hath made it their buſineſs, as em- 
baſſadors of Chriſt, as tho! God did beſeech 
you by then, to pray you in Chriſt's ſtead to be 
reconciled unto God; who hath made him to be 
fin for us, who knew no ſin, that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him. | 
| How pathetical is the language of 2 in the 
| a e of our bleſſed ſaviour ! O Feru- 
ſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the prophets, 
and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee 3 how 
often wou'd I have gathered thy children toge - 
ther, even as an hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not? Behold, 
your houſe is leſt unto you, deſolate. Lay but their 
ruin upon their word not, after ſuch condeſcen- 
fions of love, and the divine compaſſions ap- | 
| Fear in all their bowels, and are worthy of 
imſelf. But, do but change the phraſe into 
[and ye cou'd not} the real cauſe was not in your 
felves, but in your firſt parents, or in my hea- 
venly Father, who deny'd needful help; and 
then all this pity is but as a ſounding braſs, and 
a tinkling cymbal, is really nothing; a ſolemn a- 
muſement to gloſs over the implacableneſs of the 
Divine Being, who is bent upon their deſtru- 
ction, is of one mind, and who can turn him. 
Abh, It beſt vindicates the truth and ſincerity 
of God. What great things are ſaid of this at- 
tribute ? ? The truth of the Lord endures for euer. 
He is faithful that hath- promiſed : It is impoſſible 
for God to lie . And it is well for us, that it. 
* 232 Cor. v. 18, to 21. Mat. xxili. 37,38. 5 Pal. cxvii.e. 
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zs ſo; for otherwiſe the life and immortality 
the Goſpel brings to light, might be a meer 
phantom, a ſhadow, a chimera ; and, perhaps, 
the perdition of ungodly men, the vengeance of 
eternal fire, might be a bug-bear to fright the 
world into awe and obedience, without any rea- 
lity and ſuitable terrors accompanying them. But 


what is implied in this attribute of truth? Why, 


It is that perfect knowledge and unſpotted in- 
tegrity, as infallibly ſecures God againſt all 
kinds and degrees of miſtake and error, and 


alſo againſt all manner of deceit and falſnhood; 


ſo that we may ſafely conclude, he is the ſame 
in his Being, in his Word and Works, as he de- 


_ clares himſelf to be. 
Now upon the ſuppoſition, that we who have 


deſtroy'd ourſelves, have offered help; that 


God has done all that becomes a governour of 
rational and free agents (for all freedom is not 


loſt by the fall) to ſave them from impending 


wrath, and to make them holy: On this Sup- 


poſition, it is no ſtain to the divine ſincerity 
and truth, to ſay, © Why will ye die, O houſe of 1/- 
rael? Have I any 2 at all that the wicked 
ſhould die, faith the 

ſhould return from his ways, and live? » What could 


have been done more for my vineyard, that I have 
not done in it? Wherefore when I looked that it ſhould 
bring 7 grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? I 


looked for ndgment, but behold oppreſſion ; for righ- 
teouſneſs, is behold a * But if God had 
not one ſingle thought of pity towards ſinners; 
if he never An | 


C Ezck, xxril. It, . — viii. 23, vIfiv 4. 7. 


E 2 neglef, 


rd? And not that be 


fo much as the poſibility of 
their recovery ; never defign'd that the guilt of 
their deſtruction ſhould be left upon their own. 


5 Marat 8b. 


Be ( 28 ) 
| vegled?, willful negle& of the great ſalvatian 3 
on their. love of darkneſs rather than 7088 
| ml eſcape from the wrath to come 3 ble, 
either by the ſinner's own ſtrength, or by any 
help he can reach; how diſagreeable to the 
veracity. and undiſguiſed ſimpliciry of God is 
ſuch language, particularly the language of 
our bleſſed Saviour? When Chriſt was near Je- 
ruſalem, be bebeld the City and wert over it, /ay- 
irg, If ther badſt known, 15 thou, at leaſt; in this 
thy day, the bing) which belong unto {by eace | 
buy now they are bid from thine eyes. Far the days 
ſhall come upon thee, that thine enemies ſhall caſt a 
trench about thee, and 7 5 thee round, and keep 
thee in on every ſide 3 and. ſball lay thee even with 
the round, and | 2 * within thee : And they 
not leave in thee one ſtone upon anotber. Why y. 
10 ? Becauſe they could not drink up the ſea, 
ſwallow down the earth, or pluck down the 
ſtars; do 1 mpoſũbilities? No, no; but becauſe 
thou Ni net the time of thy viſitation : Mi * thy 2 
and yet didſt not know, con ider the time of 
Viſitation, 
3 Ic is a friend to the Rul of Wor- 


ſhi 

"This account of our preſent- ſtate, That 45 we. 
want help, ſo help may be had by vs, ſerves beſt 
to reconcile the language of the hol: - Scriptures, . 
and gives a greater reputation nd ferce unto the 
promſſes and threalnings recorded'the a? N 

d n It belt Fauth the by: 1 
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ay kingdom cannot fand. Wein 3 
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(29) 90 
againſt itſelf, the ſcripture cannot ſtand, It is 
therefore a Lr piece of wiſdom ſo to com- 
pare ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, chat the 
whole may appear harmonious. It has been 
the great artifice of the adverſaries of Revela- 
tion, to ſet it at variance with itſelf z thereby 
to bring the whole into diſreputation, to leſfen 
its authority and truth. Moſt errors have aroſe 
either from a contempt of Revelation, or from an 
adberance unto one part in oppoſition to anotber, 
Ir is eaſy to trace the prevailing errors of this 
day, whether of greater or leſſer ſize, unto one 
of theſe two ſources. Either the whole of di- 
vine prophecy is deſpiſed, or ſome one part is ſu- 
Per ſtitiaiſiy exalted above the reſt. But that ſcheme 
of doctrines which gives unto every portion its 
due, that treats all ſcripture as true, that keeps 
up a reverence and reſpect unto the 'whole, by 
reconciling, upon a fair and natural interpreta- 
tion the ſeveral parts together, bids faireſt, to 
be right, and is certainly to be preferred. 
Now the point I am contending for, does (as 

I conceive) reconcile beſt the language of ſcrip 
ture, and that in its obvious and plain * 8 
Suppoſe but that man is deſtroy'd, has deſtroy'd 
himſelf; and yet that God is able and willing to 
help him; and the oracles of God ſhew them- 
ſelves to be full of concord and agreement; of 
the: fame mind, and ſpeaking one and the ſame 
3 
\ Then we are to 4c fill, but only to act in 
dancer upon the divine aid z and the various 
duties of Chriſtianity, they are both our own - 
work, and the work of God too, tho? in different 


des * | 
Then we may be commanded to repent ; tho? 

. Chriſt be exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour 
—Y | to 


_ (30) by 
to give repentance 7. It may be ſaid to be * our 
- own act, and yet our Saviour's gift : Then; we 
may be ſaid to turn our ſelves from all our tranſ- 
greſſions-*; and yet pray with Ephraim, turn 
thou me, and I ſhail be turned. 2 5 
Then, we may be commanded to mate our- 
fſelves a neu heart and a nem ſpirit © ; and yet own, 
with David, that God muſt create in us a clean 
heart 4, and renew a right ſpirit within us; we 
being co-workers, tho? in an. inferior manner, 
with God himſel 4 Hf 31 
Then, it may be ſaid, we are weak, and yet 
are we ſtrong ©, weak in ourſelves, but ſtrong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 
Then, it may be ſaid, to them that are dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins*, Awake thou that ſleepeſt 
and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give 
thee light t. Becauſe we are not /o dead, but that 
we may come for lifez even unto him who is | 
the reſurrection and the life. As the believer, 
— tho' he be dead te fin, Rom, vi. 2. is not fo 
dead to ſin, but that he yet can ſin. : 
Then, it may be our duty to work ont our 
own ſalvation, 3 tho' it muſt be God that worketh 
in us to will and to den for what we do, or 
may do by the offered help of another! we as 
eally do, or may do, as if it was to be done by 
our native ſtrength z and the work may be aſeri- 
bed either unto God or unto «s, in different re- 
ſpects. And what we may have divine aid to 
perform, is as much our fin to weglef, as if it 
could be perform'd without that aid ; I have no 
pleaſure in the death of bim that dieth, ſaith the 


y Ezek, xvili, 30, '* Acts v. $1, © Exek.'xvilh 36 38. 
b Jer, xxxi, 18, © Ezek, xvili, 31, 4 Pf, II. 10. * 2 Cpr. 
xi, 16, f Eph. . 1. 6 v. 1% Phil U. 12, 13. 


Lord 


Lord God: Wherefore turn yourſelves, and live 
— Then, tho' Paul and Apollos are nothing, but 
miniſters by whom ye believe; and tho? it be 
God that giveth the encreaſe; yet, not to put 
ſinners in mind of their danger, is for mini- 
ſters to be guilty-of their blood: and for ſin- 
ners not to fly, upon this warning, from the 
wrath to come, is to deſtroy themſelves . All 
theſe and many more of the like nature, are 
very intelligible and reconcileable truths upon 
this ſuppolition, that ſinners both want help 
and may have it: but are perfect paradoxes 
without it. Would we not be wiſer God, 
our buſineſs is firſt to ſhew ſinners their malady 
and their remedy z what they need, and that 
God's grace is ſufficient for them, his ſtrength 
is ready to be made perfect in their weakneſs : 
and then, to call upon them and exhort them 
to action, as if this help was their own, Turm ye, 
turn ye from evil ways z for why will ye die 
Secondly, It gives a reputation and force unto | 
divine promiſes and threatnings. To one that 
believes, he both wants help, and may have it, 
the promiſes will appear not only exceeding 
reat, but precious j and the threatnings not on» 
y terrible, but ju? and righteous, | 
In the ſcriptures are given unto ſinners ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes, that by 
theſe. oy gee be partakers of the divine na- 
ture n. They are deſign'd, you ſee, for a noble 
end 3, and upon ſuppoſition that the bleſſin 
they tender, are not on beyond, the poſſible 
reach of the creature, they are wonderfully a- 
dapted to that end. | 
4 Ezek, xviil. 32. * Ezek, ili. 18, 19. 1 Rrek. zxxiil, 
n. fes 1 4 ' N 
n What 
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What glorious things are promiſed to revolt- 
ing 1/rael in the latter days! Exet. xxxvi. from 
ver. 24. to 38. What endearing favours are they 
encouraged to expgct from their God, when the 
year of recompences for the controverſy of Zion 
ſhall come ! only on this condition, that they 
humbly ſeek unto God for the performance of 
this covenant of their redemption, ver. 37. This 
faith the Lord God, I will yet for this be enquired 
of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them. To do 
what for them? why to make them an Holy, 
happy people. Now, if an enquiry of the Lord 
to do it for them, be a duty of poſſible per- 
formance, with what a weight do theſe gracious 
promiſes ſit upon the ſoul, calling with all the 
arguments of duty, ingenuity and intereſt, to 
ask and ſeek and knock; and not to loſe ſuch 
a treaſure of bleſſings, even life from the dead, 
rather than not indulge their pride and ſloth, 
rather than enquire humbly and fervently of 
the Lord to do it for them. Ss 


Whereas, if the enquiry, upon which the en- 
tire benefit of this great ſalvation is wholly ſuſ- 
pended, was as much out of their reach and 
power, as the new heart and that new ſtate that 
the promiſe tendered them: What an eclipſe 
. doth it bring upon all, and turn the __ 
day of their deliverance from 7 and tem- 
poral bondage, into a night of gloomineſs and 
thick darkneſs again ? It all dwindles into ſhew 
and nothingneſs. 943 
What a wonderful energy and force is there 
in that catalogue of divine bleſſings upon record,” 
Deuteronomy xxviii. and promiſed unto the Few,” 
if they would hearken unto the voice of the Lord their” 
God? ſuppoſing that to hearken unto his voice, 
was what they had offer'd help to perform. 
) 160 | Bleſſed 


— 5 
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| (33) 2 
Bled ſhalt thou be in the city, &c. 3, to 14. der. 
But if they could neither hearken of themſelves, 
nor obtain any aſſiſtance to enable them; theſe 
promiſes vaniſh, are no more than a mighty 

pher, and afford no more argument for obe- 
| dience, or comfort in their endeavours after it, 
than if the divine promiſes had been yeaand nay. | 
Waſt thou told tac the ſun is a ſparkling 
diamond, of more value than the whole world, 
and ſhould be thine, wouldſt thou but touch it 
with thy finger; ſuch a promiſe would be eſteem- 
ed as nothing, and be of no avail with thee. 
Promiſes upon impoſſible conditions are no 
promiſes, are ridicule and mockery ; they loſe 
their grandeur and their value, and are all one 
as if he that ſitteth in the heavens ſhould laugh 
at us, and have us in deriſion. But it is vaſt- 
ly otherwiſe, if God, in the terms of his offer'd 
bleſſings, either comes down to the ſinner's 
weakneſs, or tenders his almighty hand to raiſe 
us up unto the qualifications, to which he hath 
made his promiſes. 5 

So as to the divine threatnings; ſuppoſe but 
the diſobedience * which they are denoun- 
ced, not only wicked in itſelf, but what the 
ſinner by his own, or offer'd ſtrength, might a- 
void: and then they all appear terrible things 
in righteouſneſs ; and the execution of them is 
not only a day of wrath, but the revelation of 

the righteous judgment of God. Then, if 1fraet 
will not hearken unto the voice of the Lord his 
God, he muſt thank himſelf, if he be curſed 
in the city, be curſed in the field; if he be 


curſed in his basket and his ſtore ; curſedin the 2 


fruit of his body, and in the fruit of his land, 
in the encreaſe of his kine, and in the flocks of 
his ſheep ; curſed when he * in, and _ 


? (34) 
ſed when he goeth out: If becauſe he would 
not ſerve the Lord his God with joyfulneſs, 
and with gladneſs of heart, for the abundance 
of all things, he be made to ſerve his enemies, 
which the Lord ſhall ſend againſt him, in hun- 
ger and in thirſt, and in nakedneſs and in want 
of all things. Still ae muſt ſay, I have de- 

ſtroy'd myſelf; my iniquities have proved my 
overthrow. Thus does David def if the com- 
mandment of the Lord, to do evil in his ſight, 
and this not of neceſſity but choice ? Was he free 
and voluntary in his adultery and blood guilti- 
neſs, when he took the wife of — to be his 
own, and kill'd her husband with the ſword ? 
Then, how deſerved, as well as dreadful, is the 
ſentence againſt him? Now therefore the fword 
ſhall never depart from thy houſe, becauſe thou haſt 
deſpiſed me I will take thy wives before thine 
eyes, and give them [or ſuffer them to be given] 
unto thy neighbour, and be ſhall lie with thy wives 
in the fight of the ſun. ® . 

Upon chis ſuppoſition, I ſay, the ſanctions 
of the divine law, God's promiſes and threat- 


1 nings, become great and weighty; God ſnews 


himſelf to be kind and faithful in the one; wich- 
out iniquity, — and right in the other. The 
reputation and authority of his government are 
maintain'd, whilſt we ſuppoſe the bleſſings to 
be offer d upon 7e/ible terms; and that not 
the invincible, but voluntary tranſgreſſions of the 
creature, expoſes it to his vengeance, _ 
_ *Thirdly, It is a friend unto the ordinances of 
worſhip. | | 5 5 


® 2 Sam xii. 9, to ver. 12. 
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This account of our ſtate makes it not only 
a great duty to attend upon, but a great privis 
lege to enjoy goſpel ordinances. — 
None, I think, will. deny the duty of attend- 
ing; ; none that bear and deſerve the name of 
Chriſtians, will ſay; it is a matter of a meer in- 


differency, whether the acts of divine worſhip  __._-- 


be perform'd or no. For, is there a woe to 
him that preaches not. the goſpel, and none 
to thoſe = refuſe to hear it? Do they that 
offer praiſe glorify God? and yet is it at every 
man's pleaſure, whether he will praiſe him or 
not? Whether he will glorify God or no? Can 
a man reſtrain prayer and be innocent? And 
yet God threaten to pour out his wrath u 
them chat call not upon his name? Or, ſhall 
God write unto us the great things of his law, 
and can we be faultleſs to account thema ſtrange 
* to turn away our eyes from them? 80 as 
to the ſacraments of the new - teſtament, bap- 
tiſm and the lord's ſupper, did our lord con- 
deſcend to leave us ſuch memorials oripledges | 
of his love, and is there no obligation upon 
us to celebrate his love in them? 
attending ae el ordinances, is what all, 
in a manner, wi w. Tho' how to prove it 
a duty is more difficult, if all fin be neceſſary, 
and ſo thoſe that neglect divine worſhip, nei- 
ther will-nor can attend upon it. A du- 
, to be [obliged to do ſomething with no- 
ing! A duty to be what I cannot but not be 
Why mayn't it be a duty too for the blind to 
ſee, for the deaf to hear, and the dumb to 
ſpeak ! 2 | | | 1 
But grant it to be a duty to attend upon, 
where is the privilege to enjoy goſpel ordinan- 
ces? If there be no 5 be had in them: 


2 if 
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/ . 3 that 3 one who was bitten, when 


(36) 

if they are ſuch means as have no connection with 
the end; if the ordinances of grace by our beſt | 

- attendance upon them, will never, can never 
help us to 'the grace of ordinances. What en- 
couragement to come for ſomething, if nothing 
is to be had? To come for ſalvation in an or- 


dinance, if there be no ſalvation tendered by 
that ordinance, or tendered to none but to thoſe 
that come with what they have not, what oy 
cannot have? Who, tho thirſty, would endea- 
v0u7"to come to the waters for wine and milk, 
that believes he cannot come; or that no wine or 
milk is to be had, tho he come? Would: Pe- 
ter have toil'd all night, if he knew there had 
been no fiſh, or that his net could have held 
none? How heartleſs muſt it be, to draw at 
the wells of ſalvation, if the ſalvation be not 
there; or beyond the reach of our chain and 
bucket? Is not this all one, as to ſpend our 
money for that u hich is not bread, and our = 
bour for that which ſatisfieth not?! 
But if faub comes by. bearing, then there is 
encouragement to hear; to be ſwift to hear, to 
take heed. how I hear: And if the holy 


Spirit may be had by thoſe chat ask and eek, 
then it is worth the while to ask and ſeek: 10 | 
be fervent in prayer, and diligent in ſeeking. 
When God conmnandett Mojes to take à fer- 

pent of braſs, and to put it upon aopolez- and 


e looked n it, ſhould live: Id was not 4 
promiſe to. thoſe that were: blind; hut to thoſe 
that had eyes to ſee this ſerpent. . They had a | 
power to obſerve this ordinance, and in 


ing this commandment uy! had a dener * 


14 9 
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; 3 were 


were healed. Betheſda's pool had been but of 
little fame, notwithſtanding the troubling of the 
water by an angel, if none could have ſtepped 
in: But ſince they could not come up to the 
angel, the angel comes down to them; and 
the healing virtue is brought to a pool, whi- 
ther the blind, and the halt, and the withered 
2 come | oy is 2 a greater prixi- 
e and pro in attending upon a bie 
e e one that is 2 ? ach 
ſhadow more adapted for our relief than the 
ſubſtance? Have the appointments of the bet; 
ter covenant leſs encouragement than a carnal 
ordinance, than beggerly elements ? Hath the 
law and the commandments |. given by Moſes 
more grace and truth, than that which came by 
Jeſus Chriſt? No wonder if the Goſpel-wor- 
ſhip; be ſo defpiſed, ſhould its inſtitutions, like 
Pharaoh's lean kine, be of no avail, but to eat 
up our time and ſtrength. . What a meagre and 


pithleſs thing does a goſpel-ordinance appear, 


when all the bleſſings of the ordinance are fer 
ond the comers” fight or reach? 
zut now, if the Benefit 
annexed ta any poſſible act of our own, the or- 
dinance itſelf is a privilege, a great privilege, 
To be bid, with Naaman, to go and to waſh 
in Jordan ſeven times; and to be aſſured that 
our leprofy ſhall be cleanſed, is a favour in- 
deed! Our proud hearts, it is true, may dic- 
tate another method; may whiſper that Aba- 


f the ordinance be 


an and Pbarpar are better than all the watees 
eff Jae? And ſay, with that haughty leper, 


Behold, I thought, he will ſurely come to me, 
and ſtand, and call on the name of the Lord 
his God, and ſtrike his hand over the place, 
and recover the leper. What then? Our cooler 
8253 „ thoughts 


an encouraging fe 8 


mon-wealth of J 
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tions, as not only . a poſſible * but 
as reaſonable and 4 and ſay, with-: 
Naaman's ſervants, my father, if the fot 
had bid thee do ſome great thing, wou 

not have done it? 
when he ſaith unto thee; Waſh and be clean ?, 
Foſhua is commanded, with all his men of war, 
to compaſs Jericho; and to go round about it 
once for ſix days ſuceeſſively; ſeven prieſts are 


Trek bid to bear before the ark ſe ven trumpets of 


rams horns; on the ſeventh day they are re- 


uired to ,com ſs the city ſeven times, 
che pegel 3 tow with the trumpets; and all 


the 1 95 When they hear the ſound of che 


trumpet, are charg'd to ſhout with a great 


ſhout: This is the ordinance, and it is of poſ- 
Fluble performance: and it is to #beir part, the 
fag, they could do, that God annexes the 


wall o if 1 7 y Hall fall down flat. The 


p being offer'd in a way they might. obtain 
is r che thing that animated hel obedience, 
and made their duty not only a reaſonable, » bu 
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ow- much rather then, 
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thoughts muſt ap rove of divine inſtitu- 
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Cs To the f pread of the g aſpel. How Fin 


nal i, the ark of thoſe deteribed. to be, thay 


555 E. Aliens from the com · 
ael, ſtrangers Soom en 


are without the 


2 
* * "> 


Bt pt OI tab” 
B+ | - © God in the world; a people that ſit in darkneſs, 
tat ſit in the region and in the ſhadow of death 


Hay, ſays the apoſtle, * if our goſpel be hid, 
it is hid to them that are loſt : In whom the God 
of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, leſt the light of the glorious 

oſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, 

ou'd ſhine upon them. Intimating that all 
who are ſaved, are ſaved by the goſpel, re- 
vealed firſt or laſt, more or leſs, 'in an ordinary 
or extraordinary way, unto their minds: there 


being no ſalvation in any other but Chriſt, and 
and none other name under heaven given :?: 
mongſt men, whereby we muſt be ſaved ©, 


Thoſe that have not the written goſpel, may 
without this goſpel know that they are ſinners, 
need to be reconciled to God, are ignorant of 

the way, 7. e. that they want help, and may ſeek, 


for help. And they that ſeek as they may, ſnal! 
find help. So much of the Goſpel ſhall be reveal 
to them, as is needful for their particular ſtate 


whom we bring this goſpel, may = 
wha 


and circumſtances. 


letter; a declaration that we are deſtroy'd, and, + 
that we have deſtroy'd ourſelves ; but whether 
there be help intended for any one, to whom it 
is preached, or any poſſibility of coming at it, 
remains as great a ſecret as if there had been. 
no goſpel ſent unto them: Was it ſo, it wou'd. 
be but ſmall encouragement to /pread it. It 
brings no olive branch in its mouth. They to 
have a 
much = uniſhment for refuſing, what yet it 
was in itſelf moſt certain, was never in their 


#4 Mat. iv. 16. * 2 Cor. Iv. 3, 4 Adds le. 194 vo | 
: power 


* 
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power to have choſen, Who wou'd ſacrifice his 


eaſe, his honour, his intereſt, his life, to ſpread 
ſuch a goſpel? The ſpirit that (according to 
ſuch) hath, after all, the rea/ goſpel in his own 
keeping, can preach it without our labour; 
and will do it, whether this outward call be heard 
or no. | | 
Whereas, if this be the conſtitution of things, 
that he geſpel [the gracious truths reveal'd there 
is in the hand of the ſpirit the power of God 
unto ſalvation ; that it for life and death, bleſ- 
ſing and curſing within the ſinners view and 


_ reach; that it reaches forth a ſcepter that our 
| feeble and guilty hand may take hold of; and 
opens a fountain that our filthy ſouls may waſh 


in; that it preſents poor ſinners with a real and 


an only remedy: O, who would not be ambi- 


tious to have an hand in Hoy this goſpel | 
To ſee an expiring world dropping into ever- 
laſting flames, and to have the knowledge of 
that divine remedy, which only can relieve 
them: How void of generous pity and compaſ-. 
ſion muſt a perſon be, not to be at expence and 
pains to communicate this gracious ſecret in 
time unto them? No wonder, if Paul, under 
ſuch a view of things, cries, what mean ye to 
weep, and to break my heart? I am ready 
not to be bound only, but alſo to die at Jeru- 
ſalem for the name of the Lord Jeſus: And that 
in much patience, in afflictions, in neceſſities, . 
in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſonments, in 
tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſtings, 
„in all things he endeavoured to approve him- 
ſelf as the miniſter of God : And that he thought 
there was a woe due unto him, if he preach'd 
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not the goſpel. A record from heaven, ſo well 
atteſted by miracles, and the contents of which 
were ſo very important, that God had given 
unto ſinners eternal life, and that this life was 
in his ſon ; and that his ſon wou'd in no wiſe 
caſt out thoſe that come unto him; and that it 
muſt be owing not to their weakneſs, but to 
their wickedneſs, if they did not-come unto him 
for this life : this is a goſpel that humanity 1t- 
ſelf wou'd teach ſuch as believe it to propagate. 
I fay, it tends very much to encourage the 
it contains, ſo offered, as that nothing but the 
free and voluntary and wicked a# or refuſal 
of the creature can make it ineffectual. 

2dly, It is a friend to the ſtudy of the goſpel, 


How are the Bereans commended for this prac- 


tice! Theſe were more noble than thoſe in 
Theſſalonica, in that they receiv'd the word with 
all readineſs of mind, and ſearch'd the ſerip- 
tures daily, whether thoſe things were '.ſo'* 
Therefore many of them believed, You, ſee 


how profitable as well as laudable this courſe 


Was, | 
Now what can be a greater motive to ſearch 
the ſcriptures, than to be told, that in them we 
have eternal life, the way to eternal life pre- 
ſcrib'd us? „That they are able to make us 
wiſe unto ſalvation, thro? faith which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, This, Paul and Barnabas uſe as the 


great argument, why the Gentiles ſhou'd regard 
and attend to their miniſtry; Then Paul and 


Barnabas waxed bold, and ſaid, it was neceſſary 
that the word of God ſhou'd firſt have been ſpoken 
wnto you, [you Jews 3] but ſeeing ye put it from you, 
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and julge yourſelves unworthy of everlaſting life, 
bo, wt Ala the Gentle. For ſo hath the Lord 
commanded, ſaying, I have ſet thee to be a light of 
ths Gentiles, that thou ſhould'ſt be for ſalvation unto 
the ends of the earth, And when the Gentiles beard 
this, they were glad, and glorfy'd the word'of the 


Lord. What word? That a ſalvation they cou'd 


not come at, was offer'd them? No, no; but, 


may theſe dry bones live? And is the way to 
life revealed? And are theſe oracles the book 
that contains this way ? Does that faith without 
which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, come 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God? 
What motive is this, to be ſwift to hear? To 


be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon? This 
..- ſets an edge upon the appetite, and makes the 
word more to be deſired than gold, than much 


fine gold; and gives a pleaſure in the ſtu 
ng ge 8 p dy, 


ſweeter to the taſte than honey, or 


the honey-comb, 1 
40; t js 2 friend to the ſycceſy of the goſy 
pel, Why does not the word preached, pro- 
fit? The author to the Hebrews tells us; Tis 


not mixed with faith in them that hear it, Heb, iv; 
2, Whatever therefore obſtructs our believin 
ſhe goſpel, leſſens the ſucceſs of it, "4 


hat muſt we believe? Every one are as 
greed, it muſt be this, that the goſpel is a mas 
nifeſtation of divine love to us; For w love 


peive that he firſt loved us. But is it reaſona; 
ble to believe, God loves me, before it is re» 
vealed? This is to perceive it, before it is per: 
ceivable, So that, if this be the truth that muſt 


convert me, this truth is not yet revealed, if 
help be not offered to me. And if the ſpirit is 


9 bring this truth from heaven, and to whiſper 
” % ” . it 


(44) 

ſe to thy ſoul z then the goſpel that muſt con- 
vert me, is not yet propoſed to my faith ; How 
then ſhou'd I believe it? Not to have faith be · 
fore the evidence of faith is ſet before me, is 
no fault of mine | To let my faith out-run the 
evidence, or the grounds of faith, is a blind, 
a groundleſs faith, is mere enthuſiaſm, _ 

this the way to diſpoſe men to believe the 
goſpel, to tell them they have as yet #0 rea/or 
to believe it? Is this the way to work that faith, 
without which the goſpel preached cannot pro» 
fit, to tell me, there is nothing offered to my 
faith that is ſaving ? But if this light is come in- 
to the world, unto me; if it be ſet in a fair and 
diſcernable view z then I muſt love darkneſs ra- 
ther than light, if I do not perceive it: And 
my unbelief muſt be my own fault, unreaſona- 
ble, and the culpable cauſe of my receiving this 
grace in vain, And the reaſon, why you do 
not mix the word with faith at any time, is not 
becauſe ſuch a propoſition, for inſtance, | The 
blood of Chriſt e 2 from all ſin, was not a 
truth before, was not revealed before; but be- 
cauſe you did hot attend ſo duly to the evidence 
that was there before, or to your great concern 

P 


in and need of this truth, The ſpirit's work is 
not to teach us new 17uths, nor to help us to 
new arguments to believe them; but only to 


ſhew us the evidence that is there already: It 


is not his buſineſk to hring up another goſpel, 


but to ſhew us the goſpel that is already brought. 
To aſſert the contrary, is to enervate faith, and 
to hinder the ſucceſs of the goſpel, in that it 
tells us, there is yet no foundation in the pre- 
ſent goſpel for that faith, without which the 
| goſpel cannot profit me. Thi 
19 
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This account of our ſtate, that as we want 


help, ſo we may have it, is, FI 
iftbly, A friend to the two great doftrines of 
the goſpel in particular, viz. The Son's ſatisfatti- 


on, and the Spirit's operation. 


1ſt, It gives the honour that is due to the ſa- 
tisfaftion of the ſon, The atonement of his blood 
is never the /z/5, but the more valuable, the 
more there are that are capable of receiving be- 
nefit by it. Neither is it the leſs available to 
the elect, becauſe he is a propitiation not for 
their ſins only, but for the ſins of the whole 
world, 1 Job. ii. 2. The greater the purchaſed 
bleſſings, the greater the price that purchaſed 
them: And the greater the price, the greater 
the perſon that paid it. This, methinks, ſhou'd 


be an endearing thought unto all ſuch as ten- 


der the divinity of their ſaviour, eſpecially ata da 


that the fulneſs of his godhead lies under ſu 


an eclipſe. | 

It is not poſſible, ſays the apoſtle, * that the 
blood of bulls and goats ſhou'd take away ſin, 
But why not poſſible ? If the ſatisfaction was an 
arbitrary thing; was any thing, more or leſs, 
that the divine being ſhou'd pleaſe to accept, 
without any regard unto the demerit of ſin. But 
if the ranſom muſt be equal unto the debt the 


ſinner hath contracted; what but the blood of 


one, who was greater than either man, or an- 
gcl, but the blood of him, in whom godhead 

welt, cou'd be a ſufficient price for the ſouls 
of a world? Cou'd be a price ſufficient to pur- 
chaſe a poſſibility of eſcape from the vengeance 
of eternal fire; and the offer of a bleſſed immor- 


tality 


(45) 

tality in the preſence of an injur'd but reconci- 
led God? What but ſuch a ranſom as this, cou'd 
ſo declare God's righteouſneſs, as to enable him 
to be juſt, * while he juſtified ſinners that be- 
lieved in Jeſus? 

2aly, It gives the honour that is due to the 
Kae dag operations of the ſpirit. Are his ſancti- 

ing influences the leſs to be valued, becauſe 

ey may be had? Or, becauſe they may be 
had by all? Or, becauſe they wou'd be effectu- 
al to ſanctify all men, even in ſpirit, ſoul, and 
body, wou'd they be ſo juſt unto their own 
ſouls, and grateful to the holy ſpirit, as to yield 
to his operations? Or, are the ſpirits influences 
the leſs efficacious on thoſe that are choſen, be- 
cauſe the fault is others, and not the ſpirits, that 
they are not efficacious on them alſo? What if 
he diſpenſes his gracious aſſiſtances in a way, 
that makes our poor remaining activity uſeful, 
and needful in this work? Where's the reflec- 
tion upon his wiſdom, goodneſs, or power? 
What if the remedy be adapted to the preſent 
ſtate, and ſurviving liberty of the ſinner? Is 
his condeſcenſion and love contemptible, unleſs 
he work upon us as ſtones and ſtatues? Is itnot 
enough, that we muſt be all taught of God, un- 
leſs it be impoſſible to deſire his teachings too? 
That God is the help of 1/-ael, IE Ifrael 
be uncapable to ſeek his help? Or, is under a 
neceſſity to ſeek in vain? Is the ſpirit the leſs 
to be eſteem'd, becauſe he is a free ſpirit? and 
is ready to uphold the ſinner, when he cries? 
P/. li. 12, 


« Rom. ill. 26. | 
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Sixthly, It is a friend to the worſpipper him- 
ſelf, | 
A deep conviction, that as we need the divine 
help, ſo we may have the help that we need, ſerves 


to refiify our judgments; to better out hearts; 


* 


and to animate our endeavours, * 
1/t, To rectify our judgments ; particularly, 
as to the doctrines of original ſin, of perſeverance, 


and aſſurance. 


1, A firm belief that our preſent deſtruction 
is of our ſelves, will ſet our judgments right, 


or keep them ſo, in the doctrine of original fin, 


We ſhall neither believe, that all ſin is original; 
nor that our adlual ſins are more venial and harms 
leſs than that which is original. | 

It will perſuade us, that all ſin is not original: 
That we are more than the mere pipes to con- 
vey the filthy ſtreams from a poiſonous foun- 
tain : that there is ſome bitterneſs in us, beſides 
what we NECESSARILY derive from Adam, the 
root of the human race, It will perſuade us, 
that our hearts are deceitful too, and deſperately 


wicked: that we have errors, or faults that are 


our own perſonal ſins ; * Who can underſtand bis er- 
rors ? Cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults, We can 


then, with David, truly ſay, F I acknowledge MY 


tranſgreſſions ; and My ſin is ever before me, A. 
gainſt thee, thee only have ] ſinned, and poxꝝ this 
evil in thy fight. That thou migbt'ſt be juſtified, 
when thou ſpeakeſt, and be clear when thou ae. 

Whereas, if we were deſtroy'd by another only, 
then all actual ſin wou'd be but one, and that 
not our own, viz, the eating the forbidden fruit: 
we ſhou'd be paſſive in every other offence ; and 
ſhou'd have only one ſin to lament; behold, I 


* Pf. xix. 12. + Pf. l. 3, 4. 


e | 
was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin did my mother 
Conceive me. There wou'd be no need for Da- 
vid, more than otbers, to pray, deliver me from 
blood guiltineſs, O God, thou God of my ſalva- 


tion, And ſpiritual blindneſs wou'd be no more 


our fault, than natural blindneſs is in one that 
is born ſo: Not to hear God's word wou'd be 
no more our crime, than it is in one that is deaf: 
To be /ilent in God's praiſes wou'd be no more 
reproveable in us, than in one that js dumb: To 


reel and wander out of the way, thro* drunken» ' 


—— 2 — no met our fin, _—_— — 
ings an erin a paralytick, of one 
ſeized with he galls, is bis Gn, All offences 
wou'd become neceſſary, and equally heinous, or 
rather (comparatively ſpeaking) equally harmle/z. 
And it wou'd be impertinent to pray with Da- 
vid, * back thy ſervant from preſumptuous 
fins, let them not have dominion over me. In 


as much as all ſins wou'd be preſumptuous at this 


rate, or rather none ſo: And all tranſgreſſions 


wou'd be alike great, or ſmall, And for one to 


be more wicked than another, wou'd be no 
more his own fault, than to be more deformed 
than another. And the reaſon why ſome did 
reject Chriſt in ſpite of all his miracles, muſt on- 
ly prove, that more of Adam's corruption, with- 
out their fault, fell to their lot, and not that they 
themſebves were greater offenders; contrary to 
our Saviour's reaſoning, * FI had not come and 
ſpoken unto them, they bad not had fins but now 
they have no cloak for their fin. If I had not done 
among them the works which none other man did, 
they had not had fin : but now they have both ſeen, 
and hated both me and my father, W 
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Again, this conviction, That the ſin which doth 
eventually deſtroy us, is our own, as it will conſtrain 
45ro admit of adtual ſins ; ſo it will not ſuffer 
us to conceive of them as more venial and harmleſs, 
than that which is original. Some may imagine, 
that God will be more ſevere in puniſhing us for 
that which is the fruit of necgſſity, and is committed 
without the proper conſent of our Wills, than in 
puniſhing our moſt ſpontaneous, voluntary and 
Free tranſgreſſions: Forgetting that to connect 
deſtruction with the offence of our grand parent 
only, is to make it to be a greater crime (if we 
may judge of crimes by their puniſhments) to 
be his child; than to be his rebellious child; or, 
a greater crime to be a rebel againſt, or without 
our wills, than with our wills; and that more 
ſtripes are reſerved for thoſe that could not, than 
for thoſe that would not do their Maſter's will: 
and that it is no longer the condemnation, that 
Iight 1s come into to world, and men love 
darkneſs rather than light; in that it will be 
eventually a greater condemnation, that we were 
Frſt born in darkneſs. | 

But God puts the trial of the equity of his 
proceedings upon another foot. 72 ſay, the 
way. of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O houſe 
of Ihe, is not my way equal? are not your ways 
unequal ? When a righteous man turneth away from 
bis righteouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, and di- 
eth in them ; for his iniquity that he hath done, 
Hall he die. Again, when a wicked man turnetb 
away from his wickedneſs that he bath committed, 
and doth that which is lawful and right, be ſhall 
fave- bis ſoul alive. Becauſe be confidereth afid 
turneth away from all bis tranſgreſſions that he hath 


* Exek. xviii. 25-29. 1365 
committed, 
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committed, be ſhall ſurely live, he foall not die, Yet 
ſaith the houſe of Iſrael, the way of the Lord is not 
equal, O houſe of Iſrael, are not my ways equal ? 
are not your ways unequal? God ſeems. to al- 
low the charge, that if they were deſtroy'd for 
others crimes, -- his equity would have been ſtain'd. 
Therefore to evince that his ways are equal, he 
aſſures them, they are their own deſtroyers : 
The ſoul that ſins doth die. He does not fly 
to the poor refuge of his ſovereignty, that 
as he is above the reach of their re/entments, 
ſo. he is above the rules of juſtice, No, | God 
enters into a fair debate; tries the cauſe by an 
equitable rule, ſuch as their own conſcience muſt 
approve of; and vindicates his juſtice by a 
conformity to it. So the proceſs at the great 
day is put upon the ſame foot; the ſentence ©. 
of death is grounded, not upon the negle# of 
what was of impoſſible. performance, but of what 
they might have done, but did not. I wa an 
bungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirſty, 
and ye gave me no drink: I was a. ftranzer, and 


ye-took. me not in; naked, and ye claatbed me nt s 


fick, and in priſon, and ye viſited me not a. Now 
had not theſe things been poſlible for them 0 
have done, our Lord, by his reply to their an- 
wer, allows, that the neglect had nat been exi- 
minal, much leſs damning. When ſaw we thee 
an bungred, or a. igt, or @ franger, or naked, 
or ft, or in priſon, and did not miniſter unta 
thee ? They plead the want of an opportunit 
as an excuſe ; they were under an incapacit of | 
Raving Ben ___ 7 But obſerve 
our Lord's anſwer, Yerily I ante you, in ar 
ye did it not to one of the leaſt of theſe, ye 


| H di 
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did it ut to me, And then, having cleared up 
the poſſibility of the duty, and by conſequence, 
the equity of the charge, he proceeds to ſentence z 


f * ſhall go away into everlaſting Pronifo- 


wo” indeed, if our deſtruction is more from 
another than from ourſelves, this would be ſo far 
from not ſlaying the righteous with the wicked, 
that the /in of which we are comparatively inno- 
cent, wou'd bring heavier wrath upon us, than 
that of which we are moſt guilty, So that Abra- 
ham's expoſtulation with God [abobt e deſtru- 
ction of the righteous, muſt be very whe — 
inſignificant, 5% That be far from thee, to do | 
#his manner, to ſlay the righteous with "the wic 
and that the righteous Ay; be as the wicked, — 
be far {os thee 3 Hall not the judge of all the earth 
do right ? 
| "Tis vrong for us to treat innocency le; 
or, to confound in puniſhment 2 2 with 
thoſe that are greater. Let none ſpeak wickedly 
—_— God, ang talk deceitfully Ln — 
| it not i Het 
= = wicked, and he that condemneth 72 | 

both are an abomination 7 — 

d te not bear the iniquity 
2 the father bear the ing 


22 of the 2 


This ſuppoſition, e 0 
feldes and yer that in God there is offer*d 
W.. to reQify our judgments about the 


e 


"Ts aw 6 8 Gen. vil. ER 
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that attain to it, ſhall never loſe, is, I think, 


plainly reveal'd. ' er be call d, them be 
alſo juſti 4: and whom be juſtify'd, them 2 
glorify? went toy us, but they 


not of us ; they bad been of us, — 
no doubt fr 4 with us: But 2 — went 
out, that they might be made manifeſt, that t 
were not all of ws, " Whoſoever is born of 
doth not commit 2 in; for op ſeed remaineth in bim, 
2 be cannot ſin . as once he did] becauſe 
be is born of "73th ou ſee the perſeverance 
the ſaints has a ſolid 3 in ſcripture: 
And yet this doctrine has been flatly deny'd by 


ſome, and been indeed as oddly — by 


others. 

The ground of theſe miſtakes I take to be 
this, they have not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh'd be- 
tween the help that is offer*d, and the —_— 
this help; between conſenting to be taught Chri- 
ſtianity, and conſenting to the Chriſtianity that is 
3 ht: Or, — to Chriſt as a tegeb= | 

t of God, and coming over to the truth 
has he teaches. Theſe two, that are ſo widely 
different, are taken for one and the ſame thing, 
Hence every one that enters himſelf into Chriſt's 
ſchool, that is willing to be Chriſt's diſciple, 
to learn for a time what his heavenly doctrines 
are, is preſently concluded to be one that is true 
ly come over to his intereſt and omi whe 
born again, and a child of God. Now obſery« 
ing that many ſuch who enter themſelves _ 
lars, and weir with ſome degree of ſincerity 
on their great Maſter in his ordinances exe 
turn themſelves out again, and turn their ba 
upon his holy inſtitutions, axother day: = 


vl 4 Ram, vill, 30. ® 1 John I. 19. . 9. 
eros H 4 
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ſays one fide, a child of God to day, a child of 


= 
* 


the devil to morrew! What's become of your 


perſeverance now] And ſo they give in unto the 
error of a total and final falling away from real 
holineſs or grace; as if Chriſt had never interoes 
ded, that the faith of his people ſhould not ut. 
terly fail them z nor had promiſed that he would 
give them eternal life, and they ſhould not pe- 
riſh, and that none ſhould pluck them out of 
his hand . Or, that the doctrine of perſeve- 
rance might ſtand, notwithſtanding ſuch apoſta- 
cies, they on the other fide contend, that all 


- this viſible and obſtinate wickedneſs is nothing, 


but grace under an eclipſe ; and therefore write 
them the ſaints and the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, 


nevertheleſs : The one aſſerting that true grace + 
may be . kt; and the other placing che 


true grace of ſuch in a nonentity, in a ſtare of 
viſible enmity againſt God, and nonſubjection 
to his laws. 2 Winti! 
Whereas many that conſented for a while to 
learn of Chriſt, never once heartily conſented 


to cho great things they learnt of him. This was 


the caſe of the young man in the goſpel. There 
came one running, and kneeled to Feſus, and asked 
him, good maſter, what ſhall I do, that I'might in- 
berit eternal life ? He enters himſelf, you ſee, in- 
to Chriſt's ſchool; and Chriſt is willing to teach 
him. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, thou knoweſt the 
Commandments, .Do not commit adultery, do not 
kill, do not ſteal, do not bear falſe — defraud 
nc t, honour thy father and thy 


ep Then Jeſus beholding him 
i e e 22, 


A 

80 9 x 

p * 
 4& 


ther. And when 

2 22 2 (nmr * — unto him, 

aſter, 1 ave ved from my y * 
of , loved H- 


[encourgs 


| he underſtands what real chriſtianity is, the loving 


PR 653) 


encouraged him by his ſmiles to learn on 3] 


And ſaid unto him, One thing thou lackeſt, go thy 


way, ſell whatſoever thou haſt, and give to the poor 
and to Bat eee heaven come. 
tale up the croſs and follow me. But now, when 


of God and heaven above all, and the bearing the 
croſs ; he refuſes to conſent to this, and turns 
himſelf out of Chriſt's ſchool again. o He was 
ſad at the ſaying, and went away grieved, for be 
had great po 722 like many a patient, who 
applies to the phyſician for help, but when he 
underſtands the coſt and the trouble of a cure, 
refuſes after all to ſubmit to the operation, 
and dies of his diſeaſe. 
This firſt converſion may be loſt ; this con- 
ſenting to be taught chriſtianity is our own act, 
within the ſphere of our own powers, what we 
may take up and lay down again at pleaſure. 
There is no need of a new heart and a right 
ſpirit, of being created in Chriſt Jeſus, to, do 
works of this nature, To, 
But that ſecond converſion, which is converſi- 
on properly and truly ſo called, cannot be loft. 
i e. If we ſtay in Chriſt's ſchool, till we have 
practically learnt chriſtianity ; if we ſearch and 
Gig, till we have found this wiſdom, this pearl 
of price, we ſhall ſee that it is more precious 
than rubies, and that all that can be deſired, is 
not to be compared with it: we ſhall buy the 
truth and ſell it not. Chriſt will, if we follow 
on to know chriſtianity, ſet the great duties of 


tit, a love 10 God and man, in ſuch a convincing, 


perſuaſive light, will give us ſuch a ſpiritual 
and powerful demonſtration of theſe graces ; 
ſhew us ſo much ofthe excellency, beauty, and 


P Mar, x. 17, 2 | 
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advantage of chem; will ſet before us 5 


orious and ſuperlative reward; that we 
d it morally impoſſible to return to our ol 
ſtate of inveteracy and malice again, to hate G 
and love death. 

Beſides, for cheir * conſolation, who 
have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope 


ſet before them: the angels are all miniſtring 


* 4 ſent forth to miniſter unto them that 
all be heirs of ſalvation; nay, they have a pro- 
miſe, that the ſpirit it ſelf ſhall abide with them 


| dlways, to coutiterwork all the methods and de- 


vices of the evil one to ſeduce them. God has 
entred (if I may ſo expreſs it) into an offenſive 
and defenſive league with them; and engages, 
that his. grace, ſhall be ſufficient for them, that 
his ſtrength ſhall be made perfect in their weak- 
neſs. And he is faithful who hath promiſed, that 
he will not ſuffer them to be tempted above that 
0 are able i, but will with the temptation alſo 

e a way to eſcape, that they may ve, able 
to bear it. 

3aly, It ſets the dodrine of afferaxce upon A 
more rational foundation. 

There are two things that the goſpel ſeems 
#rincipally concern'd to aſſure us of, . 1ſt, That 
help may. be bad to ſanitify us; and 2d That 
choſe who are [ani 465 all be ſaved. 5 

1, One great deſign of the 10 pel is to aſſure 
us, that help may be had to ſancti $54 Wiſdom 
crieth without, ſhe uttereth. — voice in the 
he crieth in the chief place of concourſe, 

ings. of the gates * : in the city ſhe 
rrereth her words, ſaying, ra ye — 

8, Will 725 love ſimplicity? ih ps A ie 


* 
4 Heb, Co c Frox. L Ge. 1 299 
14. ＋ Cor. x. 13. 29 ATE 
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in corning, and foo hare knowledge HEE: 
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my Peprovf, As if he had ſaid, L 
er hate, but: ery after knowledge, lift N e | 
voice for- undectaiing, What then? -bebold, T7 
will pour out my ſpirit unto you, I will make known 
my words unto you. Sa, if thou ſeekeſt her as fil. 
ver*, and ſearcheſ for her as for hid treaſure ; 
then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of the Lord, 
and find the knowledge of God.'So again, WA 3 
and it ſpall be given jeu; ſeek, and ye ſhall find 
 Fnock, and it Pall be opened unto you. For EVEN 
© ONE that asketh, receiveth ; and be that" ſeckith, 
 findeth : and to bim that knocketh, it ſhall be Pt 
Or, bat man is "there of you, whom if bis ſon at 
bread, will be give bim a ſtone?" Or, if be ata 

ah,” wil _ give him a ſerpent ? Ife pe then being evil, 

ive good gifts unto your children, bow 
— more 9 + your father which it in heaven, 
give good things ſo them that ask him ? © Luke reads 
it thus, * much more ſhall your heavenly Fa. 
tber give” his holy ſpirit to em that axk bin ? 

None that ask are excluded. - 4 
Now that this promiſe unto tht char oh 
Ge. is not made to them that have what they ad 
for, but to thoſe that have it not, have not che 
ſirit, have it not in the ſenſe they are called ta 
as for it, have not theſe good things, is not 


Yurn ye at 


2 ply pet from the nature of che thing; A pro- 


to give tubat we bring with us, is no promiſe: 

And alſo from the compariſon, The Father yroes 
bread and fiſh not to the ſon that hath them, but to 
the ſon that. wanTs them : But it is further evi- 
dent from the concluſion of our Saviour's fer- 
mon, Where we are told, theſe thi Were 
prench'd unto the millimde, as well as to hi Pe. 


See % cameo 2, hn 
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neither hath entred into the heart of man, the 


my 
8. | -poltly | 
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lad ended theſe ſayings, the pro were aſtoniſd d 
at his doftrine ; for he dat ox them, i. e. the PEOPLE, 


as one having authority, and not as the Scribes. Thus, 
you ſee, how ready the goſpel .is to aſſure us, 
* help is to be had by poor ſinners to ſanctify 
em. FRI bh 
Now, their part is to ask, to ſeek and knock; 
and to aſſure themſelves, that if they continue to 
do ſo, they ſhall not ſeek in vain. Depending 
upon the divine faithfulneſs, they ſhould ask in 
faith, nothing wavering. And here is a rea- 
ſonable OY for our aſſurance of ſucceſs, if we 
can know what theſe duties are, and how to 
come at power to perform them: There is real 
encouragement, as we are taught by the pa- 
rable of the unjuſt judge, always to pray, and 
not to faint. ' But if this asking, ſeeking and 
ocking is what we can form no notion. of; 
or, could we conceive the meaning, if they be 
Fei for us to do; or, could they be poſ- 
ſibly performed, if they did yet entitle us to 
nothing, unleſs we were, what it is as yet, i. e. 
during our ſeeking] impoſſible for us to know 
we are, viz. the ſubjects of electing love: If the 
caſe was thus, then to aſſure. ourſelves of ſucceſs 
in ſuch a courſe, would be only confidence and 


preſumption, and not aſſurance 3 it would be all 


imagination and enthuſiaſm, and could afford 
no reaſonable conſolation to us. 43. 
.. 2dly, Another great deſign of the goſpel is to 
aſſure us, That thoſe who are ſanflified, ſhall be ſa- 
ved, * Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall. 
ſee. God. / Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 


things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him. Paul'a — of God, and an A- 


Mr rifnky. © oor 
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poſtle of Jeſus Chriſt; according to the faith of. 
God's elect, and acknowledging of the truth, 
which is after godlineſs, in hope of eternal life, 
which God that cannot lie, hath, promiſed . 
Theſe great and precious promiſes are giv en, 
hor'dnly”-chat we might be partakers of the di- 
vine nature, (excited by ſuch, à glorious recom- 
pence of reward to ſeek after it) but that being 
partakers of the divine nature job holineſs] we 
might have peace with God, and rejoice in hope 
of glory of God. 

And it is every ;chritian's pan do ſhew the 
| ſame. diligence. with them, that are gone before 

to he ful aſſurance of hope unto the end. To 
_—_— * dingy, theye- calling ſure: For 


"hey do the they. ſhall” never fall 3 
d fot ſo an —— be mie unto them 
abundantly, 


1nto'tthe , everlabing kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour J eſus Chriſt. nd there 
is a reaſonable ground: 


or ſuch an aſſurance, if 
this ſanctifying help, to which the promiſe of 
eternal life is annex d, be really — In the 
| ones For then it is ſuppoſed, that e may 
now' what the help is that We want, and know 
when we have W rar this help: and ſo whe- 
ther we do indeed elan @: e 


Serin OG pd ile e 

10 2 PR nature be ſomething the go 
ecu rp of, or ſpeaks of in _ a: 

en we ſhall be eternal! 

a loſs, 1. we be holy, or not 17 ſo, 
Whether heaven will! be our portion, or no: 
without 'a voice from heaven, which yet will 
Want. as great a miracle, as thoſe that werte 
Frought in the apoſtles days, 10-4 RAR it 
to be the voice of God, to be ſuch a record ag 


een + Heb 1. 1. 2 Pet. L 10 ts 
Try I our 
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r ſouls may ſafely reſt their eternal all upon, 
ence it is, that many weak Chriſtians, for 
want of this divine impulſe, reje& the cup of 
conſolation z ſhut themſelves up in darkneſs, 
and will ſee no light; tho' a love to God and 
the love of the brethren be ſhed abroad in their 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt that is given unto 
them, Whereas all the evidence we can now 
expect, in an ordi way, is, that the ſpirit 
elf in his written word ſhou'd bear witneſs 

with our ſpirits, that we are the children of 
have the diſpoſition and ſpirit of children, And 
without any farther revelation from heaven, our 
part is with the apoſtle, to infer, by obil- 
dren, then heirs, beirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Cbriſt z 2 y & conſciouſneſs of our 
oton acts and by their genuine fruits, that we 
have the real reverence, affiance and love of 
of children; and the ſpirit in his word wit- 
neſſes with our ſpirits, that this is filial confi- 
dence, and reverence and love ; and that the 
kingdom of heaven is promiſed to ſuch a tem- 


r: And from the ſure word of ropheeys 
— from the convictions of our own foi ts, we 
arrive at a reaſonable aſſurance of that bleſſed 
* which is ſet before us. This is calm and 
* ate, clear _ ſolid: but what is 2 
this, is not on 1 but 
confus*d and doubtful; and too often nothi 

but the ſpurious offspring of a warm and — 
imagination. e e e doll 
_ - "Thus you ſee, what a friend: the doctrine of 

our . and help is to a rational aſſurance, ſuch 

as the prophane, perhaps, may ſneer at, but 
what none ea but a Deiſt or an Atheiſt, 
will deny to be well groun dete. 
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| 2dly, It ſerves not only to rei our judge 
ments, but to better our hearts, It is an encou- 
ragement to faith and repentance, to hope and 
love, to humility and p tience, A deep convicti- 
on, that the ſin which doth eventually deſtroy us 
is our own, is, | | 

1, An argument for faith, It is a ſtrong 
inducement to believe the wrd of God, and to 
believe in Chriſt, 

1/}, We ſhall be the better diſpoſed to give 
credit to the word of God, Of what importance 
an hearty aſſent unto divine truths is, may be 
learnt from what the apoſtle ſays of thoſe that 
want it. 4 He that believeth not God, bath made bim 


a liar, Now there are two great points of ſpeci. 


al neceſſity to be believed; the exiſtence of an in- 
finitely perſelſ being, and his kindneſs towards ſin- 
ners, He that comes unto God muſt believe that he 
Is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili. 
gently ſeek him, Without this faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God, "y j 

But now if things are in ſuch a ſtate, that we 
are deſtroy'd, whether we will or no; that there 
is no Poſſible help within our reach; we ſhall find 
it a real diſcouragement to the belief of theſe 
two great articles, Ht | 
1 an infinitely perſelt being? And yet ſhall 
men be puniſh'd with an everlaſting deſtruction 
from or by the preſence of the Lord, and the glo- 
ry of his power; tho” it was an utter impoſſibility. 
for them, with all the help that the goſpel brought 
them, to know or obey ? Will Chrift Jeſus, with 


* his mighty angels, be revealed from heaven in 
. flaming fire, to take vengeance on them for no 


ater crime, than for not doing an impoſſibility! 


| Shall any, for not ating, tho“ without power, have 


4 John v. 10, * Heb. x. 6. FT: ad 
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an hotter hell than that denounced againſt Adam, 
who ſinned againſt all power! This is ihe con» 
demnation, Oc. wou'd not this give too great 
& countenance to the exploded hereſy of the Ma- 
wichees? And tempt ſame to hold two Gods, 
two independent and original cauſes of thin ? 
The one, the cauſe of all that's good z the other, 
of all that's evil? And to believe, that it is their 
mn Jot to be under the government of the 
evil one - | 
Beſides, what an odd idea muſt it exhibit of 
the divine kindneſs towards ſinners, to repreſent 
God as giving them the offer of eternal lite up- 
on impoſſible terms? Or, that he is a rewarder of 
them that ſeek him, in a way they cannot ſeek 
him, either by any power of their own, or by 
any power of hi, that they can come at? Where- 
as, if we do indeed deſtroy ourſelves, then the 
cauſe of our deſtruction 1s wet we ourſelves might 
have prevented : Which gives us a notion of the 
divine perfection and benignity every way worthy of 
himſelf: It leaves us ſpeechleſs and dumb: * 
God is no longer unrighteous that taketh ven · 
geance, but ay judge the world. | 
| 2dly, It will the better diſpoſe us to a believing 
recumbency on Chriſt, A 
What moving invitations are there to come 
unto Chriſt? Ho, every one that thirſteth, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money, 
come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money, and without price, 
Enellne your ear, and come unto me 5, So, he 
that cometh unto me, ſhall never hunger, and 
he that believeth on me, ſhall never thirſt 0, He 
| that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, 
| Ye will not came unto me, that ye might have 
f Rom, ll, 6, * ' * + Vo b Vie : 
2, Joh, 4 49, Iſh 71 113 yo Joh, vl. 3% 
15 life, 
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life, Let him that is a thirſt, come. And who · 
ſoeverwill, lethim take of the water of life freely, 

Now, what an encouragement is this to come ? 
and when we are come, to hope, and quietly 
wait for his ſalvation z if there be any power in 
the ſinner to come, and ſalvation may be had by 
him that comes? But if he muſt believe, he 
knows not, he cannot know, what it is to come; or, 
bow to come; or, that nothing is to be had, tho 
he come; or, that he muſt have the ſalvation; 
before he come: What a darkneſs and perple- 
xity doth this draw upon the ſoul of the ſinner, 
leaving him either in deſpair, or careleſs ; to 
conclude either that the bleſſed hope is a bleſſed 
nothing, or that this bleſſing is to be obtained by 
doing nothing? What a Babel and confuſion into 
divine language, do we introduce? When we 
tell ſinners, that coming for grace and glory 
is coming with them; that if they will come with 
grace, they ſhall have grace; if they will come with 
glory, they ſhall have glory : Let them but bring 
the thing they come for, and they are ſure not 
to go away without it: As if to come for an 
alms, was to bring it in our hands with us. What 
a Babel and confuſion, I ſay, do we introduce 
into divine language, to tell ſinners, that none 
can come for faith, for virtue, 8 knowledge, 
for patience, for godlineſs, for brotherly kind- 
neſs, or charity or for any other grace of the 
ſpirit, without the very faith and virtue, know- 
_ and patience, godlineſs, and brotherly 
kindneſs, without the charity or particular grace 
that he comes for? But as Par obſerves of hope, 
* that is ſeen is not bop: For what a man ſeeth, 
why doth he yet bope for  * But if we hope for that 


we ſi4 not, then do we with patience wait for it, 
i Rev, xxil, 19, #® Rom, vill, 24, 25. 


. 
So here, to come for that which we have, is not 
in a ſcripture ſenſe to come: For what a man 
hath, why doth he yet come for? Butif we come 
for what we have not, then do we with patience 
wait for it, i, e. if it be promiſed to thoſe that come. 

But ſtill, ſays the ſinner, I am taught to believe, 
I cannot come, None ca come unto Chriſt, except 
the father draw him. Say, that none can come unto 
Chriſt, except the father draw him. What then? 
This does not imply, that to come unto Chriſt, 
is to bring with you the Cbriſt you come for: 
Or, that none can come unto the father to draw 
them, without the very drawing of the father 
they come for. Remember therefore, that there 
is, as has been obſerved already, a twofold com- 
ing to Chriſt; a coming to be taught, and a 
coming over to the truths that are taught: Or, 
there is a coming to Chriſt's ſchool, anda 1 
over to the chriſtianity taught in his ſcho6t, Te 
js one thing to conſent to be Chriſt's diſciple and 
ſcholar z and another thing to conſeht heartily 
to the doctrines of our great maſter and teacher, 
When our Saviour tells them, no man can come 
to me, except the father draw him: his mean» 
ing is, no man can come over to his intereſt and 
kingdom without his drawings, Cou'd we teach 
ourſelves, we need not come to God to teach us, 
We muſt be all taught of God, before we ſhall 
come out of ourſelves, and rely upon Chriſt for 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength, * Every man that 
bath heard and learnt of the father, cometh unto me, 
ſays our Saviour, We muſt firſt receive the ſpi- 
rit which is of God, " before we can know [ prac». 
tically know] the things that are freely given tqus 
of God, It is of this later coming our Lord ſpeaks, 
when he ſays, they cannot come, 


I Joh, vi. 44. u Joh. vl. 45, 1 1 Cor. U. 12. 
What 
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What then? To enter ourſelyes into Chriſt's 
ſchool, (as has been ſhewn above) and to at- 
tend upon the. lectures he reads there, this is 
in our power, and what belongs unto us, We 
may know with Nicodemus, that Jeſus is a teacher 
come from God, for that no man could do the 
miracles that he did, except God was with him; 
and we may be induced hereby, to come (as he 
did) to] us, and to call him Rabbi, or Maſter, 
Tho' with reſpe& to the doctrines 12 we 
may ſay at firſty, How can thoſe things be ? Jobs iil, 
2, 9. It is (Lhumbly conceive) to this coming 
the promiſes of help are made, we ſhall know 
God, (fayingly know him) if ue follow on to know 
105 VI. 3, 1. 6. if we continue to fit at Je- 
ſus his feet, wait upon him in his various ſchools, 
or ordinances, deſirous to ſee divine objects ſ 
in a convincing perſuaſive light, Such mee 
ones he will guide in judgment, ſuch meek ones 
will he teach his way, F/. xxv. 9, Obſerve 
therefore what is made the great condemnation, 
It is that Zight is come into the world, and men 
LOVE DAKKNB8s Father than light, Every one that 
dath evil, natTaTH the light, neither counTH to the 
145 leſt hls deeds ſhould b reprov'd or diſcover d. 
e either never enters himſelf into, or turns him- 
ſelf out of Chriſt's ſchool. Tho? we cannot bring 
the light we come for; yet we may come to the 
light. And our ing to come, or being weary 
of coming unto him, (who is the true light that 
lighteth every one (is ready to do it) that cometh 
into the world ) this is our fault, our crime, 
what makes us worthy of death, Our part is 
with the cripple that Peter reſtored, to look on 
Chriſt, and to give heed unto him in all his teach- 
ing ordinances, This is well- doing; let us 
not be weary of it; we ſhall reap, if we 
| faint not, We ſhall in his ſtrength, bg enabled 
Ns: — 
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eat the ſoure grapes: but that his childrens Feeth 
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to riſe up and walk, His Truth ſhall ſer ug 


free, 

adh), It iy an encournent 0 10 repentanit, 
or to , penitential confeſſion of ur 
een his diſciples to repent, becauſe 2 
kingdom of heaven was » hand and tells the Ju, 
2 25 ye repent, ye al pry He that cover 
his fins ſhall not proſper, Solomon 3 but 

„ ſhall have m 


And, as with the heart man elveb unto righte- 
ouſueſi, V with the mouth 44> Paul) confeſſion'ts 
made unto ſalvation*, Of ſuch linportance 10 4 


penitenti confeſſion of fin, | 
But now, what is repentance, or a penitential | 


'confeMionh of ſins? It is not to groan, with a 
galley-ſlave, under the chains of a tyrant f it is 
not ta tell God, it was our forefather only that 


are 10 on cage, is a meer hereditary diſtemp 


without their fault or crime; it is not to rake 


into the aſhes of our dead grand parent, and 


to call all our iniquities his; 12 is not to ſay 
che gaan which thou gaveſt to be our root and | 


head hath defiled us, and we are defiled: 
Adam in another inſtance complain'd, — 
which thou gaveſt to be with me, Jhe gave me of the 
tree, and I did eat, This is all ſhuffling o the 
guilt to another. No; repentance, or 


A penitential confeſſion of ſin lies chiefly- in 


a ſelf-abhorring, ſelf-judging, ſelf-condemning 


act of the ſoul; ſo foolifh was I, on e 


'T was as a beaſt, before thee», guilt'and 


the ſhame we muſt charge upon outs, and 


abhor ourſelves in duſt and aſhes, becauſe of 


them. And. what a motive to the duty is it, to 
ſtand convinced in our own breaſt, that our ma- 


| ® Rom, x, 1% . Pall, Ixxlll; 22 
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nifold rebellions are not only contrary to a divine 
law, but our own 4 att that we were not 
merely moved by another, but our own movers z 
drawn away of our own luſts and enticed, not preſ⸗ 
ſed into the devil's ſervice, but voluntiers, The con- 
ſciouſneſs that we have abuſed the liberty we had, 
and are filthy for want of the grace, wemight have 
had, makes our fin exceeding ſinful, and is an 
argument for pious ſorrow, | 

or the will to aſpire to be independent, and to 

be its own rule; when it was made under law, and 
capable of obedience: For it to treat the com- 
mandments that are holy, juſt and good, as bands 
and cords, and to break them and caſt them from 
her; preferring, by a voluntary act of her own, 
chains to generous liberty : ſuch a view of ſin will 
let us into theplague of our own hearts, and male 
us very criminal in our own eyes, — 
Whereas were we deſtroy'd by another hand on · 
ly, and no help obtainable; we may lament our 
infelicity, and rage at the authors of our miſery: 
but . and repentance unto life is 
ſhut out. ilſt we look upon ourſelves under 
the laws of neceſſity, and compelled by force; we 
ſhall reckon our irreligion and diſobedience to be 
a name only, and no more blame-worthy in us, 
and: puniſhable, than the irregular movements of 
à watch, or ſtrikings of a clock, whoſe motions 
are directed and cauſed by neceſſitating ſprings, or 
by, weights or 10heels. e 
ga, This conviction is a cheriſher of hope in 
God. Great things are ſaid of this grace in ſcrip- 
tüte. It is the anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and 
* ftedfaſt. * Every one that hath this hope in him, (ſpeak- 
ing of that hope which hath the * privileges 
purifieth him- 
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and offers of the goſpel forits object) 
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ſelf even as God is pure. So that it is of vaſt im- 
portance to be rooted in this grace. | 
But now what a motive is it to make God ous 
hope, to be deeply convinc'd, he has no pleaſure, 
in the death of him that dieth? That his arms are 
open, and all things are ready on his part? To be 
fully perſuaded, Chriſt will in no wiſe caſt out thoſe 
that come? Tbat if the wicked forſake his way, and 
_ the unrighteous man bis thoughts, and will turn unto 
the Lord; he will have mercy upon bim, be will abun- 
dantly pardon? That if we die, God is reſolved the 
fault ſnall lie at our own door? What made the pro- 
digal entertain hope in his diſtreſs, but the conſi- 
deration that all this calamity was from himſelf; 
that if he would return to his duty and to his fa- 
ther's houſe, he might depend upon bowels of 
compaſſion there? 1 will ariſe and go to my father, 
and will ſay unto him, Father, I have ſinned againſt 
heaven and before thee. His hope in his father, 
takes encouragement from hence: his own folly 
was the ſource of all thoſe miſeries, and the cauſe 
of their continuance; and not any want of love or 
tenderneſs in his father. And was he not right in 
his concluſion ?. When be was yet a great way off, © 
bis father ſaw him, and had compaſſion, and ran and 
fell on his neck, and kiſſed bim; and ſaid, this my ſon 
was dead and is alive again, was loſt and is 4 
" Whereasif we conceive, that God has got an ad- 
vantage over us by our firſt parent's fall, and is 
reſolv'd to improve it againſt us: that all the of- 
fers of che goſpel are only to tantalize us, to a- 
muſe us with falſe pretences of love; to caſt the 
dpx of our deſtruction upon , whilſt he him- 
ſelf delights in dur death: If we perſuade ourſelves, 
it was never in his thoughts to put us under fo much 
as 2 poſobility of ſalvation; this muſt cut the ſi- 
news of all rational hope in God. We ſhall in- 
Lue xv. 17, Ce. ory er 7 
V Al wardly 


love God, betauſe be firſt loved us, ſo that the more we 
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wardly deſpond, and draw back thro* a heart of 
unbelief: ſaying, To what purpoſe is it to wait 
upon the Lord? There is no hope. 
4thly, It is a motive to divine ve. Love to 
God is the better half of our religion. Maſter, 
what is the great commandment in the law ? Jeſus ſaid 
to the queriſt, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
allthy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the firſt and the great commandment. Nay, it is 
the ſource and ſpring of all true love to our bre- 
thren, * Every one that loveth him that begat, loveth 
bim alſo that is begotten, This commandment have we 
from bim, that be «who loveth Gop, loveth bis Ro- 
THER alſo. On theſe two commandments, or rather 
on the fert of them, s doth hang all the law and the 
Prophets. Of ſuch importance is this grace of love, 
No to conceive of God as willing to help us in our 
undone condition, as offering in his ſon, a remedy ſiui- 
ted to our malady, is a powerful motive to love. Fe 


perceive of God's love towards us, the more argu 
ment and inclination we ſhall have to love God, 
Now herein is love, not that we loved God, but 


that he loved us, and ſent his ſon to be a propitia- 


tion for our ſins. He never appears in a more love- 
y view, than when we conceive of him in this 
light, as /o loving the world, as to give his only 


begotten ſon for them, Say but that God gave 


not his only begotten ſon for ſinners, or (which a+ 


| mounts to the ſame) that he gave him upon terms, 


that it is impoſſible for ſinners to comply with; and 
you ſtab the divine love, you ſtrip it of its moſt 


amiable attractive beauties, and ano rays, 
e ang con- 
ing will 


_ "God is love, and the more we be 
template it, the more conſtant and flaming wi 


* 
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our be. But then it muſt be a love chat looky 


4 Mat. xxii. 36, 37, 38. 1 John v. 1. f — ir. 315 
| 6 Mat, xxii. 40. by n wg. i x John iy, 16. V 
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with a friendly aſpe& upon our own ſouls; or it 
creates but torment to ourſelves, and an alienation 
from God, The love of God manifeſted to the ſpirits of juſt 


men made perfels, will never excite an holy love in the 
damned, was it to be preach'd unto eternity before 
the ſpirits in priſon : it is not fitted for the end; nor 
can it be their fault, not to be moved by it. 
God's love to ſinners is the vital principle of o- 
bedience ; cut the ſinews of love, and you leave 
the ſoul feeble and unactive; it cannot move to- 
wards God in any holy ſubjection to his command- 
ments. But now, the love that is not willing to 
be communicated, to come within the reach of the 
object that needs it; that flies from our touches 
and embraces, is rather hatred than love, and can 
never be a rational ground for love in us. The love 
of God in ſuch a light is but another name for in- 
dignation and wrath; and creates only tribulation 
and anguiſh in the ſoul that beholds it. Ten thou- 
ſand times better not to know that God is loyely, 
and would fill a ſoul with eternal beatitude, was 
he enjoy d; than to know at the ſame time there 
is an impaſſable Fuer between my ſoul and the en- 
joyment. And yet if there be not one in a thou- 
ſand, perhaps in ten thouſand, that are the objects 
of the divine love, and an impoſſibility of obtain- 
ing it in the reſt: The poor ſinner will ſee a thou- 
ſand, or ten thouſand arguments to one, againſt be- 
lieving there is any love in God towards him, with- 
out a belief of which, it Is impoſſible to love God. 
""'5thly, It is a friend to humility. One of the great 
duties of the chriſtian calling is, to * walk humbly. 
with our God. Which, amongſt other things, lies 
in a deep ſenſe of our /infulneſs and unworthineſs : 
Of our fenfulneſs ; The publican ſtood afar,off, * and. 
would not At vi fo much as bis eyes unto heaven, but. 
Mole upon bis breaſt, Jaying, God be merciful ta ne , 
* Micah vi. 8. Luk. xvii. 1. 
121 Ss ; | SINNER 
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nN R. Of our unworthbineſs ; 1 am vor won rA 
| of the LEAST of all the mercies, and of all the truth 
which thou haſt ſhewn unto thy ſervant w. 
Now, a conſciouſneſs that we have deſtroy'd our- 
ſelves; that our fin and our ruin might, by offer'd 
help, have been prevented, makes fin to appear our 
own, and ſo to be exceeding ſinful, even the ve 
ſcumof — To diſrobe my ſoul my/e/f of 
its divineſt beauties, or (which is the ſame) to re- 
fuſe this celeſtial clothing, and to be my own eter- 
nal enemy; to chuſe death before life, to be a re- 
bel rather than a ſubjef, to chuſe to be a traytor 
rather than a ſon z a child of wrath rather than an 
heir of God, carries ſuch a ſting, and ſo much ſhame 
in it, when we take a coſe view of our conduct, 
that nothing can tend to abaſe us more; On 
| Whereas, if ourdeſtruction is from another only ; 
if the ſinner may ſtand up and ſay, that tho he 
a ſlave, yet 3 is not his own: he has no- 
bly contended for holy liberty, and has not been 
wanting to invoke the divine aids, If he can truly | 
whiſper to his ſoul, ſhould'ſt thou be damn'd, tis 
thine infelicity rather than thy /in ; the bell is of a. 
nother's kindling ; *twas never put to thy fair 
choice, whether thou wouldſt die or live: Was the 
caſe thus, the arguments for ſelf-abaſement, for 
judging and condemning him/elf, would be ſtrange- 
ly weakned. He would rather be inclined to turn 
his complaints upon God, as an hard maſter, than 
_ turn inward upon himſelf, with ſhame and ſelf- con- 
| fuſion, But to a people that ſtand convinc'd, the 
fin that eventually deſtroys them is their own, Ez-_ 
ra*s confeſſion would not be difficult: = O my God, 
Lam aſhamed, and bluſb to lift up my face to thet, my_ 
Cod; for our iniquities are encreaſed over our bead, 
and our treſpaſs is grown up unto the beavens. Since 
tbe dayt of our fathers wx have been in a great treſpaſs - 
Gen. xxxii. 10. » Ezra ix. 6, Oc. e 
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anto this day: And for our iniguities have we, onr kings, 
and our prieſts been delivered into the bands of the kings of 


the lands, tothe ſtvord, to captivity, and to a ſpoil, and to 
confuſion of face, as it is this day. The conviction that 
the fin that doth eventually deſtroy us, is our own, 
6th, Is a friend to patience. How does St. James 
exalt cd grace My brethren, count it all joy, when 
ye fall into divers temptations ; knowing that the trying 
of your faith worketh patience, He makes patience 
alone to be an ample reward for all their ſufferings. 
Therefore he exhorts them to ſee, that patience 
have her perfect work, that they might be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing. | 
But now, what a mighty motive is it unto pa- 
tience, to conſider, that our ſufferings are the fruit 
of our own doings, and that we are filled but with 
our own devices? That the rod which chaſtiſes us, 
is of our own making? We will bear the indignation 
of the Lord, ſays the prophet, becauſe we have ſin- 
ned againſt him v. Sp, wherefore doth a living man 
complain, a man for the puniſhment of nis fin? We 
have but little reafon to complain of our trouble, 
fince our own wickedneſs corrects us; the fooliſhneſs 
of man pervertetb bis way, and his heart fretteth a- 
.  gainſi the Lord, Prov. xix. 3. Have we deftroy'd 
ourſelves, ſo far as we are actually deſtroy'd? Then 
let us not complain. Inſtead of repining, we ought 
to be repenting. The language of one under this 
conviction, is rather, It is of the Lord's mercies I 
am not conſum?d, becauſe thy compaſſion fails not. 
Whereas one that can ſhift off the blame to o- 
tber, his ſoul is impatient, foams againſt heaven, 
is uneaſy with every croſs, troubles his own houſe, 
and his own fleſh, and cannot reſt. The prophet 
therefore, to bring the [/aclites to a bearing tember, 
argues at large with them, that their own ways were. 
wiequal z and that their own iniquities had found them 


James i. 2, 3, 4. PLamiign 
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out. I will judge you, O bouſe of Iſrael, every one accord- 
ing to 4 955 —— ſaith the Lord Gol: 1 repent 
and turn yourſelves from all YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS 3 
o ng Hall not be your ruin. This conviction, 
3dly and laſtly, Is a ſpur to endeavours. We are eve- 
ry where called upon to be very alive in the affair of 
ſalvation; to sT RIvx to enter in at the ſtrait gate; to cry 
after ſaving knowledge, to liſt up our voice for under- 
Standing, to SEEK ber as ſilver, to SEARCH for ber gs for bid 
treaſure ; toWORK OUT our ſalvation with fear, &c. 

And it is a great motive to endeavours, that no- 
thing can eventually deſtroy us but our ownneglects*; 
that we are not with devils loſt beyond help and 
hope, doom'd to inevitable perdition : But mini- 
ſters have authority to proclaim liberty, * to offer 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the pri- 
fon unto them that-are bound. What ſhall we be 
acceſſory to our tn ruin; nay, principal in ſhedding 
the blood of our own ſouls? Doth God ſay unto me, 
deliver thyſelf fro mgoing down into the pit; I 
have found a ranſom? And ſhall I fin the more be- 
cauſe grace abounds? This, if any thing, will diſ- 

ſe us to make religion our buſineſs, and to do 
it with all our might; to take to it as our conſtant» . 
and our chiefeſt buſineſs ; to pray with fervency; 
to hear with attention; to live with circumſpection; 
to redeem our time; to improve our talents; to 
be very ſerious and diligent, active and zealous : 
leſt for being wicked and ſlothful under ſuch ani- 
mating proſpects, we be caſt, with the unprofita- 
ble ſervant, —— where ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of t or ever. 3 
| But f we apprehend ourſelves to be ſo dead, that 
there is nothing for us to do, that we might Ave: 
*ewill enfeeble, nay break the very {prings of ac- 
tion, and betray us into a paſſive fupiduy. Diligence 
is not interpreted as an affront unto the ſpirit, an 
"8 Exck, it. go. © Heby U. 34 © Ihe lab 1. 
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9 invading of 9 8 tive, and xpreſuming upon 
our own ſtren e flatter ourſelves we give 
glory unto Sad b by an — waiting; and chat 
4 duty to Rnd till and ſee his ſalvation, 
before we — to the red ſea of difficulties, before 
our ſtrength fails us. But what ſays Solomon ? * Go 
to the ant, thou ſluggard; conſider her ways," and be 
wiſe : which having n no guide, overſeer, or ruler, pro- 
videth ber meat in the ſummer, and gathereth ber food 
in the harveſt. For behold, now is the accepted | time; 
behold, now is the day of ſalvation. 

So much for the importance of the nne In 
the treating of which head, I have endeavoured, 
not only to bring in further light and evidence for 
the trutb of it, but alſo to obviate ſeveral ohjecti- 
ons that might ariſe in our minds againſt it. Shou'd 
any ſtill argue, that to put all that have the goſpel, 
under a — poſſibility * ſalvation, is to leave the 

number of the ſaved wnfixed, and uncertain, what 
may be encreas'd or diminiſh'd at the ſinner's plea- 
fare; and ſo ſeems to ſtrike at the 8 

| neſs of the divine decrees, and foreknow] r 
anſwer z theſe being points that have creat hs 
common perplexity to the chriſtian world, and be- 
ing of a very abſtruſe and difficult enquiry, de- 

ſerve a more ym and accurate examina- 

tion; and which I deſign for this reaſon as the ſub- 
of one or more future letters: where it may 
proper to enquire, whether the divine mind doth. 
0 know any more of the ations and fates of an un- 
made world, than the divine will has decreed con · 
cerning them? And whether the a fall of an · 
gels and men, with all the / able ef- 


and miſtr 
of it, was any 8 's eternal and de. 
cretive will!?! 
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have gonethro* the truth and of the 
. we all in rar falls Bate 
need ſanctiſhing and ſaving belp : And that thid- | 
needed be obtained 

N 5 the truth of it, is taken from - 
hence: ſms {ome may e the mow 
ber of thoſe that be ſaved uncer tain 
rats nd 9c wh the rein dolna 
e introduce . 
vine being. N 
few things, before I ſpeak 
themſelves. i ee 

ft, al e 
and enn . out of, and 
the-deduFions that flow from either of them, are 
various, and endleſs, Such poſitions that, at 
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ſued thro! the many and turnings they are 
capable of, prove to be of the uimoſt weight, or the 
mit dangerous tendency. To judge therefore of the 
importance of any /entiment, be it true or falſe, it is 
— * — Oy _ other 
n ra m all its conſequences z 
bur ohegnakcyiad fruitfulneſs of its nature muſt 
be remembred ; and what valuable truths or per- 
nicious errots a mind of deep reaſon and penetra- 
tion may truly draw from it. This obſervation is 
Juſt with reſpect to the ſentiments we form of human 
ubure, and much more when God bim/#f becomes 
the ſubject of our meditation. I wou'd obſerve, - 
2dly, „ That truth is immutable, and always 
conſiſtent wit itſelf; and no one truth whatever 
t. can be prqudic'd by the knowledge of any other 
* truth. Truth, can never hurt any good cauſe, 
but the more truth we know, the more will any 
& good cauſe be Badge by it.” Hence the com- 
f $0913 *OUT 2 reer * 
g The apoſtle's precept is univerſal. It is diree- 
Sti ted to prixate perſons, and concerns every man 
$*: whatever. And the trial or examination which 
F* he enjoins every man ta make, is to be extend- 


tt ed co every thing in religion; to all points what- 


it ever, both of doctrine And practice. Thero are 


Wet to it. The ſacreducſ and importance of any 
te ſubjeet cannot exemprir fromhthis trial On che 


p conttary, the more important any matter: is, 
"**\the- more reaſon there is, why we ſhou'd think 


*offeely, and ſatisfy burſelves fully about it. Mat- 
& ters of religion dught not, of all others, to be 


; * 89 4 * . . . 
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* more concerned to ſee with our own eyes, and 
* exerciſe our own reaſon and underſtanding ; be- 
* cauſe it is here that our Pe intereſt lies at 
« ſtake: and if thro? a wilful neglect of uſing our 
** own judgment we fall into a wrong way, it may 
« lead us to our eternal ruin 
He that will chuſea religion for me, and will not 
« ſuffe me to chuſe for myſelf, ought to be puniſh» 
ed for me too, if I miſcarry thro* his cholce v. 
Andi this right to prove all things, is not the 2 
liar claim of tome certain divines of the eftadlifbeg 
ebured only, who may poſſibly in ſome things have 
departed from the ſentiments of the — age z but 
is contended for, by our diſſenting bre 


thren alſo e- 


ven of an ortbodox belief, as the very diſtinguiſhing 
principle of Proteſtantiſm. Reflecting upon this, 
i. e. upon the avow'd principles and.practices. 
« of the Papiſts] I can't bur rejvice (ſays Mn 
in the wonderful mercy of God, in dellverin 
* rhieſe nations from (ſuch anti-chtifian dominion, 
<« and in reſtoring to us the uncorrupred word of 
« God; and chat x CESAR Y foundation of ALL ge- 
4 lizion, a liberty (inc: tely and impartially to exa- 
* mine the grounds of every thikg.which hears the 
name of truth > and conformably to its evidenc 
«© ta our underſtanding, to determine gur conduc 
« in regard to God and men, withour being over. 
« aw'd into one particular ſcheme by the terrors 
of this world, and the denounc'd anathemas of that. 
« to come”, J wou'd obſerve, | 
34%, That © the conſequent of this diſcourſe in 
% order to conſcience is, that no man loſe his 
& peace concerning the controverted articles ad 
« diſputes of Chriſtendom, If he inquires after 


truth earneſtly as after things of great concern 


 **, Dy, Tbbot's ſermons 
Kc. bound up with Mr. 
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rays to God to aſſiſt, and uſes 
4 thoſe means hi are in his hands and are his 
4 beſt for the finding it; if he be indifferent to 


« ment; if he 


«© any ſition, and loves it not for any con- 
4 fideration but becauſe he thinks it true; if he 
* will quit any intereſt rather than loſe a truth; if 
& he dares own what he hath found and believ' d; 
4 and if he loves it ſo much the more, by how 
&« much. he believes it more conducing to piety 
© and the honour of God, he hath done what a 
© good and a wiſe man ſhou'd do; he needs not 
regard what any man threatens, nor fear God's 
anger, when a man of another ſect threatens 
* him with damnation : For he that heartily en- 
% deavours to pleaſe God, and ſearches what his 
* will is, that he may obey it, certainly loves God 
« and nothing that loves God can periſh ”. 7 But 
bh, Tho* no truth, in regard unto the God 
of truth, ought ever to be deny'd or diſſembled, 
whether it relates unto the creator or the creature : 
8 the truths that command our /decial zeal, in de- 
ending or 5 ing, are ſuch as afford a ſbield 
and a a7 e lovelineſs and love of God. The 
buſineſs of the law and the prophets is to engage 
our love to bim. Now the bands which God wou'd 
draw us by, are the cords of his own love. What- 
ever truths therefore look. with a friendly aſpect 
upon the amiableneſs and amity of the divine 
velng, are an help meet for the work, are valua- 
ble for the end they move towards, and ought for 
t very reaſon to be infinitel precious to us. 
ut ay to other points, which, tho? true, run into 
moer . ve no benign influence ( . 
yeable by us) upon the hearts and practices of men, 
with reſpect unto their God ; that repreſent the di- 


1 Tori dur dubitantiam, or the rale of conſtionces f. 
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1 
vine being no more lovely nor loving than before, 
nor furniſh us with any one 

' thoſe endearing characters of deity : ſuch truths 
deſerve a proportionably ie zeal. And to lay out 
our time ad Wen and warmth in them -only, 
may be found at laſt to be righteous over much 
and one ſovereign way to deſtroy ourſelves. 
What has been obierv'd concerning truth, will 
hold of error alſo. Tho' no error, was it only in 
reſentment againſt his kingdom which is founded 
in darkneſs, ought ever to be own'd or counte- 
nanc'd: yet all errors are not 2 dangerous, 
nor equally worthy of our frowns and oppoſition. 
Theſe errors whoſe coming is, after the worki 
of ſatan, with all deceiveableneſs of unrighteouſne 
that tend to make us unrighteous unto God or man, 
to ſtab our love to the objects of love, particular- 
= him that is ſo infinitely lovely; thoſe errors 
t caſt water upon theſe holy flames, and bring 
a 


ining conſumption upon the very vitals of our 
1 that ns Ao minds ow the love of 
that truth, which is according to godlineſs: theſe 
are errors indeed; but which do ſometimes call for. 
the courage of 4 lion, the wiſdom of the ſerpent, and 
the innocency of the dove, to contend with. . 
But let vs come with a diſciple's temper, with 

a willingneſs to learn, or to unlearnt what 
we have learned wrong, I will not ſay, you cannot, 
err, whilſt you are thus humbly deſirous to know, 
and do. But this I am ſure of, you are not ſ likely 
to err nay, it is morally impoſſible you ſhou'd err 
eventually in matters that affect your ſalvation. 
You ſhall know that truth which ſhall make you 
free, free from fin and bell, According to our Ss- 
viour?s promiſe, If any man will do his will, he ſhall 
— 4 hey dorine, whether it be of God, or whether 
I.beat of myſelf. Let us wait therefore at Chriſt's 
ſchool in the uſe of all the means mn; 


nt to imitate 


4 £54004 

and let us not be afraid to open our eyes and ſee- 
The meek he will guide in judgment, the meek 
, er Ten ern 


Take all into thee, then with equal care 
Balance each dram of reaſon, like a pation. 
| 3 be with thy friend, be with them both ; 
bare in the conqueſt, and confeſs a trutb. 
| ko ee, iN Herbert. 
Having premiſed thus much, I return to the 
objections brought againſt the poſſibility of our com- 
mon ſalvation. ** It ſeems, /ay ſome, to bear hard 
« upon the received doctrines of God's univerſal 
« and abſolute decrees, and foreknowledge ; to the 
« t injury of the ſimplicity, independency, and 
od ſro of the divine being, (feats 
6 which aer, 2 8.8 N 
1ſt, With reſpect to the divine ſimplicity; a mi- 
ſtake here on the fide of this attribute may, per- 
haps, 1 firſt ſight, to be a very innocent 
error. But when your Eble heads, from the con- 
ceſſion of an abſolute ſimplicity in God, [i. e. of the 
real identity or ſameneſs of whatſoever perfecti- 
ons are attributed to the divine nature, ] ſhall not 
only reject ſuch diſtinction and variety, as imply 
real weakneſs and imperfection"; but ſhall argue 
away all counſel and deſign, all liberty and choice 
1 oo as - he N _ ſenſe too a 
mPle being: (Thus Spinoſa [an atheiſt] and others, 
e argu'd for the 1 of the divine actions, 


fay they, The nature of the deity being 4b/alute 
4 ſimple, God's decrees and ideaf tan t but be the ſamt 


IS = 
With his eſſence; bus his efſence is'confeſſedly ne#* + 
* ceſſary, therefore thoſe muſf be ſo too. ”) O, 
when God, the /ole author of almoſt an infinite 2 | 
ſtinction and variety in creation, ſhall be dreſſet 
up as a being ſo undhlinguiſbabie in his own 1 8 
a 3 


- 
% —=y 


f (729) 
chat any diſtinction in God, analogous to what is cal 
led per/onal in man, is no more to be admitted (no, 
not upon the foot of revelation itſelf) than a down- 
right contradiction: When the ſimplicity of God, 
I fay, is ſet at variance with his truth and veracity, 
and with the Idea of an all- comprebending perfecti - 
on; the notion does now change its nature and be- 


comes important. So that let the doctrine of God's 


abſolute ſimplicity be never ſo venerable for the an- 
tiquity of its tradition, or for the number of its lear- 
ned vouchers ; yo every one is concern'd to exa- 
mine for himſelf, by what authority, either from 
revelation or reaſon, it claims our aſſent and cre- 
dence. - So, ' 0 Kr 

2dly, As to the gzuty of God ; whilſt it re- 
mains an object of meer ſpeculation, to ſcrew up the 
idea of the divine ſovereignty unto an exceſſive 


_ may ſeem an harmleſs miſtake. But when 
the we 
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to be known y h creature, as thoſe 


ak chriſtian ſhall grow giddy with the con» 
templation, and ſhall dare to affirm, that becauſe 
God does not always give an account of his mat · 
ters not, they are not to be accounted for, even 
where the eternal fates of men and angels are 
concern d: That becauſe his judgments are un- 
ſearchable by our weak reaſon, they are ſometimes 
contrary to the; cleareſt and trueft reaſon: When 
they ſhall repreſent his ſovereignty as a _—_— un · 
fixed thing; as if it had a power, at will and pleas 
ſure i to diſpenſe with his moral perfeFions them» 
felves 3: when they ſhall fuck: out the very life and 
blood, the glory of his other peerleſs excellen- 
cies, that they might ſwell this ſingle attribute to 
a monſtrous ſize: Mhen it is thus, the error be · 


F w hreating aſpect: ani 
 $:tigh.tilne-w'tell Hein, that the perfections we 
e cbt co inithye;*fuch' as the divine holineſs, 


and juſtice; chis:fobdneſrand truth, are as poſſible | 
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imitable 
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- attribute may have its own, its dus; and that the 


A fore their exiſtence, or the exiſtence of 


(8) 


imitable 3 of which number the ſovereignty they aſ- 
eribe unto thedeity may juſtly be reckon'd one. It 


is hightimetobring chem back unto the law and to 


the teſtimony ; to compare ſpiritual things with 
ſpiritual z and to reſtore Weinnd ta every 


glory of no one attribute may be maintain'd at the 
expence and to the eclipſe of the reſt. 

What has been ſaid of the divine ſimplicity and 
ſovereignty may be obſerv'd with equal reaſon, con- 
cerning God's independency and fore-knowledge. Con- 
cerning, | 


N N # 
dly, His independency. It may look very ſpecious 


to heap hyperbole upon hyperbole, one lofty ex- 


reſſion upon another, in honour of this attribute, 
ut when the very decrees of God, that are free in 
their own nature; that are conducted by and de- 
pendent upon wiſe and holy counſel ; and that may 


| conſequently be either abſolute or conditional, eternal 


or not eternal; either the one or the other; juſt as it 
makes moſt for his infinite wiſdom and bolineſs : 
When theſe very decrees, I ſay, (not one excep- 
ted) ſhall be all put under the ſame neceſſity of being 
ſtrictly abſolute and eternal, as the divine eſſence it- 
ſelf: n ſome ſhall cowardly give up the coun/e! 


and purity of God's decrees, their proper glory, in 
_ complement to the idea of aBsoLUTEZ inde , 


en- 
ſhall 


cy: And when in conſequence of this, they 


7 


dare to aſſert, That free agents (who are to be 
Judged denoting to their free ations) are, millions 
of them, d 


oom'd to eternal miſery, not only be» 


ture, but even without a reſpect to their free 


terminations z/nay, that they are not free, but by an 
abſolute decree are determin'd to ſin and damnati- 


on both: When the caſe ſtands thus, theſe ſpecu- 


lations become important; and it behoves us ter 


ry bak 1, wit eg alute decrees, 


. G „the ons; commanding, us our duty, and requi- 


W. It may well be 8 ſufficient to ſalve che | 


| „ Yid. His exp:ſition of the 39 — pag. 160, 


| Lond © OO 
ſtand, before-we. ure e en 1 1 


4 pear, at laſt, that the liberty, with which 
God intended to endue thinking beings, ſhould be a 


liberty, wholly enen or jiacon walls in 15 ye 
0. 2 tive 


a proyidenc e, as governs natural things, and 
terial world. 

For, (to uſe che words of the late reverend lids = 
Burnet « It is hard to ſuppoſe two contrary wills in 


& ring us with the moſt ſolemn obteſtations to do it s 'M 
« on the oTHER. putting a certain [or ſure} har in 243 
« the way, by decreeing that we ſpall do. the contrary, 2 
4e This makes God. look as if he had a will. and a x 
1 will: Tho' an heart and an heart imply ng 4 
ce quality, when applied to men. The one. WH. 2 
66 f. quires us to do our duty, and the other males it mm | 
Poſſible for us not to fin. The, will for the good, is 
cc . Mee [aud weak] while the will that makes uns 
y fin is. inp [and ſtrongl. Theſe ſeemve- 
ty hard to be apprehended; and if they: are.r& 
% ceiv'd by us as originals, upon which to form our 1 
own natures, ſuch notions may make. us grow,to' - 
« he ſpiteful, imperious, and without bowels,, bur da | 
not ſcem proper to. inſpire us with love, metry, and © 
6 . z tho' God 1s. 1 Ware l in 


t view. 


Or, (as the learned and p pious Mr. Howe. ex refies 


4 rights, and privileges of the firſt cauſe, . to. _. 
«, that no action can be done but by 4 8 
e ved from it; which. in reference 75 forbidden ac 
& tions, intelligent creatures m ay uſe. or not 1e a8 
« they pleaſe ; without over · aſſertingꝭ that the ruſt 
« be 5 ibly determin'd alſo, even to the worſt 
e acſiaus done __ them. Beſides, that it ſeema.an > 

« nicely. to derracd from the perfections of the eren 1 
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4 and more 90 
All againſt 


I, 6832) 1 
4 bleſſed God, to affirm he was not able to make a 
creature, of ſuch a nature; as being continually 
© ſuſtain'd by him, and ſupply'd with power eve 
moment ſuitable to its nature, ſhould be capab 
of acting; unleſs whatſoever he thus enables, he 
A etermine (that is, for it can mean no l/ thing, in- 
*6 pel) it to do ſo. | | 
« And unleſs it was affirm'd impoſſible to God to 
& have made ſuch a creature, (that is, that it im- 
4% ply'd a contradiction, which certainly can never be 
4 prov'd) there is no imaginable pretence, why it 
* ſhould not be admitted he bath dove it: rather 
than ſo fatally expoſe the wiſdom, goodneſs, and righ- 
66 I of God, by ſuppoſing him to have made 
4% Jaws for his reaſonable creatures, impoſſible thro? 
& his own irre/iſtible counter- action, to be obſer- 
% ved: And afterwards to expreſs himſelf dif- 
4% pleas'd, and adjudge his creatures to eternal pu- 
« niſhment, for not obſerving them.“ 
And he wonders, „That a matter whereupon all 
« moral government depends, both human and divine, 
« ſhould not have been determin'd at firſt ſight, _ 
The notion of the goodneſs and righteouſneſs of 
% God, methinks, /ays be, ſhould ſtick ſo cloſe to 
« our minds, and create ſuch a ſenſe in our ſouls, as 
% ſhould be infinitely dearer to us, than all our /- 
* 5 and potyers, And that we ſhould rather chuſe 
% to have our /ight, bearing, and motive power, or 
« what not beſides, diſputed, or even torn away 
«from us, than ever ſuffer ourſelves to be diſpute 
«Into a belief, that the holy and good God ſhould 
% trreſiſtibly determine the wills of men o, and puniſh 
«© ſthem fer] the ſame thing. i 
gut the efforts of a ſophiſtical wit againſt /en/e 
inſt the ſenſe of our ſouls, and moſt o 
e intire ſum and ſubſtance of all morality 


ie 
6 and r eligjon at once, are but like che attempt to 
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© batter a wall of braſs with ſtraws and feathers. 
For I would, adds be, appeal to the quick re- 

e fined ſenſe of any ſober > pious mind, after ſe- 
% rious, inward conſultation with itſelf; being 
40 3 urged with the horror of ſo black à con- 
on of God rthat he ſhould be ſuppoſed irre» 

diy to La the will of man to the hatred 

40 «of = own bleſſed ſelf, and then to exact ſevereſt 
«+ puniſhments for the offence done] what relief it 
© would now be to it, to be only taught to reply, 
& [that man is under the lau, and God above it. 
A defence that doubles the force of the aſſault. 

„ What! that God ſhould make a law, and neceſſi- 
„late the violation of it! and yet alſo puniſh that 
« violation And this be thought a ſufficient ſalvo, 
* that himſelf is not ſubject any law! Will a 


_ 


" Ie , tender ſoirie, wounded by ſo inſuf- 
46 


rable indignity offered to the hol A* God, be any 
% whit eas'd or reliev'd, by the thin ſo of on- 
42 a colluſive ambiguity the word = which 
metimes ſignifies /be declared 2 of a ruler to 


any eye can ſee, God can 
no ſuperior, But not 


« a ſubjett, in which ſenſe 
«© he TA no law, havin 


% ſeldoin alſo, an habitual fixed principle and rule 44 ö 


% atting 125 one ſteady tenour, In which ſenſe, how 
% manifeſt is it, chat the perfect rellitud/ of God's 
* own holy, gracious nature 1s an eternal law to him, 
« infinitely more ſtable and immutable, 2 or- 
„% dinances of day and night“ But to proc 
4ibly, The ſame obſervation will hold 9 bes 
unto the ron ο , Dον of God, Tho! it ma 
an error of the right hand, and 1. pardonable, at 
firſt view, to 4 this attribute beyond its proper 
objet 3 to make it to comprehend, not ny all things 
that do exiſt in their remoteſ# cauſes, are there : 
fore truly foreknowable ; but to comprehend alſo tb 
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4m). 
Li that wy as yet # cue of their exiſtence in 
„neither in the treature nor in the Creator; 
on Huch conſrquence, are at preſent only poſhble, - 
and yet furure, and therefore ate in this fate no rea 
objects pr the divine ſorrknooledge, which always ſup- 
7 77 to be ſomething, that not only ma) 


s 
Fee Il be: tho', I ſay, ſuch a miſtake may ap- 


ear leſs dangerous, at firſt 3 yet when men ſhall argue 
om God's eternal foreknowledge of ſin, as future, to 
g his decree of ſin; and from his decree of ſin, to his be- 
ing the real author of ſin ; nay, that in ae to be / oh M1 
br at leaſt, to be the fin of the Featur”:; When th 
1327 in conſequence of ſuch a boundleſs hy v- a 
Age, \ repreſent the divine being as requiring of an- 
8 and man before their fall to ſtand, bt g gi- 
them a,power to ſtand; and reſolving to puniſh 
5 with eternal torments, only becauſe the were 
ot too mighty for their maker, could not break thro 
/ the chains of his unchangeable decrees; and were not 
wi to do ſomethin br wth wothing : When things are 
rht to 25 paſs, it — us to awake, and to 
40 der, e foreknowledge of God has not its 
1 bounds, (is welbas his po²Ʒrꝛ: Whether the 
introducing an , abſolute and univerſal fatali 
4% w 555 evickently deſtroys [all liberty, and with it] a 
4 fel jon and morality, would not tend more 
* the two to che diſhonour of God, than the deny- 


es ing im & ſort of foreknowleage, © which perha $ is 
1 
Ws 3 he 80 Lon 


ſetjon conceive him to have, without 

um the aut bor of the fin foreknown :?] And 

OG che 9781 0 thereof on in this caſe, 

4. = BY any mote . F his omtiſcience, than 

Bla of working © contratifi- 
Hae 1927 


18 wot vm potence. 
© What 1 drive a is cls; fince all men think i hilt 
* more or. leſs, to be looking into S 


, Dr. cum f the droine , tributes, pP. 97. 0 y 
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but things may be the object of this election or choice, 


de happy. 


: [& / % 1 
natural « petfections; and Hnee ſome men ate apt to 
form very ſtrange ideas of "them, and to deer 
monſtrous concluſions from them it muſt ever be 
our wiſdom to be diligent in our enquiries into, and 
cautelous in our . determinations about them ee 
to it, that we have an undoubted principle of reaſon, of 
a ſure word of prophecy, rightly underſtood, to ſup- 

us in points, that (tho' they may appear of leſs 
portance at firſt, yet) are of great concern, when 
view'd in their diſtant and remoter conſequences z and 
what very nearly affect the honour and vitals of our 
common religion, * Tur hall we xxow, if we rOL- 
Low on to "know, Let us therefore examine, with un- 
prejudiced minds, whether God's decree of elefion, 


and his eternal, foreknowledge hoy not be explain'd in 


a way conſiſtent with reaſon and ſcripture both, and 


yet ſo as to leave the accountable creature truly free, 


and conſequently, (if he dies eternally) the real au- 
thor of his own deſtruction. To begin, 1 
I. With Election. Election, according to the ety- 
mology of the word, is out of ſome (be they 

or Jeſs) to chuſe not all, but ſome. Not only per/ous 


i, e. election may relate either unto the way in whic 
we ſhall be happy, or unto the perſons that ſhall ob- 
tain this happineſs. _ WAP, us. 
Eleftion may relate unto the way in which we Thall 

WY. There are two ways which the ſcripture 
holds forch, whereby man might be happy: theway 
of works and the way of 7 The way of works 1s 

by man's performance o 

la of innocency; which, if he had performed, his 


reward would have been of merit or of debt: The 


f grace-is according 
demption which is in Ch 


* 


latte aer which it mori. Hef. w. 3. 


the law of his creation or a 


to the goſpel, theo the re- 
We See ö 
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God elected or choſe the la/ter, as that which (in our 
_ circumſtances) tends moſt to our ſerurity and 

own glory in that his juice is only concerned in 
the 1 . but in the latter his manifold wiſdom and 


dodge alſo. | 

$ IF it be demanded, when this election of grace, or 
this divine choice, that man ſbou d be happy in a way of 
grace, and not of works, did commence or begin in the 
+ ſe of God? I anſwer, /. It is, perhaps, one of 
thoſe ſecret things that belong unto the Lord our God; 
and not of thoſe things which are revealed. Or, 2dly. 
This purpoſe of God acccording to the elettion of 
grace, we may ſafely conclude, was as early in the 
divine mind, as was conſiſtent with his other infinite 
perfections. 


Nov the moral perfections of God lead me to.con- | 


ceive thus of the matter. God intending to make the 
world, which conſiſts of animate and inanimate crea- 
tures, he determines at the ſame time (if we may call 
that time, which was before all time) among the a- 


nimate creatures to make man, a middle creature, 
between brutes and angels, endued with underſtand; 
ing ard will. With underſtanding to reflect on him- 


ſeelf and his maker, and conſequently from what was 
agreeable to his on nature and God's, to know his 
duty according to the law of nature: And with will 
to chooſe or refuſe the doing thereof at his liberty; 
7. e. man being to have at his creation a power to act, 


or not to act, to act thus or otherwiſe, it was feſolv'd 


de ſhou'd not be under a neceſſity, but e leſt to his 
dyn choice, whether he wou'd determine his will, ac - 
| cording to the rule or law of his creator, or againſt it. 


No the very idea of liberty ſuppoſing It poſſible . 
e rung; there- - 


that he might abuſe his liberty and ch 
aro de e e ee 
du nature, or a3 mi en bindet b) debt 
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ence; ſo God at the ſame time, that the 
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happineſs of this creature, upon ſuppoſition of his 
di{bbedience, ſhou'd be 22 in « 
way of merit, but in a way of grace, 4d What was 
; beſt for fallen man, and his own glory; So that ſtill 
Adam did deſtroy himſelf ; God's purpoſe of eleftion 
according to grace laid no neceſſity upon Adam t 
fall: It was only a conditional proviſion of in 
the divine decree, upon ſuppoſition that his free crea- 
ture ſhou'd make a guilty choice, and fall from the 
law of his innocency. | £4 | 


Shouꝰ d it be reply'd, then this purpoſe according to 


the election of grace, or that man's ſalvation ſhou'd 
be in a way of grace and not of works, was not an 
abſolute but a conditional ſe, a ＋ — that ſhouꝰ d 
take place only, in caſe Adam fell, i. e. a con- 
ditian, that did depend upon the will of Adam, whe- 
theFi#t ſhou'd exiſt or no. I anſw er:; 

Tf Adam had obeyed the law of his creation, (as 
he certainly might have done) then there had been a 
law given, which cou'd have given life; and there- 


4 fore (as the apoſtle obſerves) * verily righteouſneſs, 


ſhou'd have been by the law; but now, if righteouſ- 
neſs or life had been by the law, or by works, (as 
it might have been) it wou'd never have been by grace. 
For, as if it be by grace, then it is no more of works ; o- 
therwiſe grace is no more grace: * So if it be of works, 
then it is no more grace, otherwiſe work is no more work, 


We muſt have a care of ſetting one decree at va- 


rlance with another; and of repreſenting. the divine 
perfeRtions as divided againſt themſelves, An election 
of grace that makes the fall of Adam neceſſary, is ſuch 
a a grace or fayour, that it wou'd have been a grace or 
favour to have wanted. It Jooks more like an expedi- 
ent to repair and mend the defects of God's own work, 


than to relieve our firſt om againſt the folly and 
wickedneſs of their works, | 
__ Gab 2. 6s Rom, xi, 9. | 
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5 as ſuppoſes Adam ; 
en This is to decree ta deffroy his decree z, Or, to 


wg! the auchor of bix Ln to be the greateſt, the, oply ſin · 
ghet in the world; and to render indignation and 


5 : n other reaſon, but becauſe he was ohedient to the 


| 3 liberty, was not match far his 
maker, and. did not make ee - 


ſhould be. 


-- Go. 
| x Eichor God did decree ro make Adama free agent; 


m him as ſuch 3 or he did not. 
then-we muſt never admit any ſuch decree 
to be a neceſſary yagent, ie. to be not 


e 


decree a to be, and not to 5 at the ſametime 3 
to be free an not free ; Adam to be a /z/f-moui prin- 
ciple and yet to be moved by anather. Lis in effect to 
ſay, God purpoſed that Adam ſhou'd be adtiue in his 


pal, and yet paſſive ; or, to be both aFive ar paſſive, i, e: 


ta be active. and not active, /paſlive and. not. paſſive ; 
to be an agent and no agent. "ag 2 the purpoſe 
of. election, was not conditional, but. abjolute,. and yet 
did depend upon the fall of a free agent, whether ic 
ſhau'd be executed on no, theſe abſurdities and many 
Jughy like wou d follow. 

But if to maintain the able, 5 of the divine pur- 
poſe according; to the election of grace, any ſhou'd 
lay, Gad decręed to make man mt. a free, but. a ne- 
cefſary agent, ent by the way is 4 contradiction 
in rerms z) then Jan, did, nec deſtroy binſe but | 
— It was N God he ſhou'd fall, he un- \ 
ae, of falling: and who can reſiſt his will? 
then to require him e was to require him 
to de ſomething ith, notbing:z to be another, creature 
than his Creator had made him; to put forth a pow- 
er he never received: >) to puniſh him for being 
the workmanſhip, of God. It is to make God to be 


= 
* as Xa r am oe. Abe... 2 1 


wrath, tribulation. and anguiſh; unto. a creature for 


las ef his creation; ar, becauſe he could r 


e 


bler Tg than the author o . being de Kale 


Land 
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But did not God abſolutely and certainly fore-know' 
how Adam wou'd act; whether he wou d eat the for- 
bidden fruit, or no, before he did exiſt? Now, if his. 


fore-knowledge be abſolute and certain, why muſt 
his purpoſe-be conditional? I anſwer ; SD 
| Tho), for inſtance, with God all things are poſe y 
l ble be yet he cannot lie, Titus i. 2. It is impoſſible for | 
God to lie, Heb. vi. 18. He can't make a contradic- 
tion true. This wou'd be to make a thing to he and 
not to be at the ſame time. At this rate, a lie may be 
a truth, a lie and no lie, a truth and not a truth. There 
fore the meaning is, all things that are poſſible, God 
can do. The creature can do ſome things that are poſ- 
fible, God dan do all. 1 0477 BEE 
Thus, none will deny, that all things that are 
knowable; God doth know ; all things that are fore- 
knowable God doth fore-know. Bur then as it is 
not knowledge, to know Mthing to be, that it not z 
or to be what it is not; but error and miſtake t ſo, 
it is not fore - xnowledge to fore- know, that a free a- 
gent ſhall not act freely, but neceſſarily 3 that what 8 
| God hath decreed ſhall depend upon the will of a fu. 
ture creature, whether it ſhall be or no, ſhall yet not 
depend upon the will of chat creature, but upon his 
| own will. This is to know things otherwiſe than they mo 
4 are; and is ignorance and not knowledge, 
What doth neither exiſt itſelf, nor exiſt in its cau- 
| fes, is not the object of knowledge, and conſequen 
not the object of fore-knowledge.. In ſuch a ftate it 
may beknown to be poſſible, from the pomer of God, ? 
but not to be future; The ſin of Adamcou'd nor exiſt 
1tſeff, before Adam himſelf did exiſt; if therefore "i 
it exiſted at all, it muſt be in its cauſes. But if Adam 7 


muſt be the only cauſe of his on ſin; if it muſt de- 
pend wholly upon his on will and choice; if it muſt 
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be his en frecact, and nut the a of another, it cou d 
FL not exiſt is its cauſe, before Adam did exiſt; becauſe 
Adam himſelf, the cauſe did not exiſt. It was therefore | 


5 no * of knowledge, before his creation, no more 
3 On 2 ture ** GN — 2 2 the wn 79 
Wo owledge, before the cauſe of its futurity, the 
; divine decree itielf, did exiſt, he 4 


I ic be faid, God willed Adanysfall, fore he wil- 
Uu it himſelf; ay, before Adam had a will; and fo the 
= ' cauſe of his fall did exiſt before him; and his fall was 
 _ therefore fore-knowable befor che exiſtence of him 
t fell. To this len 
1, How do you know that God willed Adam's fall, 
before he willed it himſelf; nay, before his exiſtence? 
Has God told us fo? Point to the chapter and verſe, 
if thou canſt. Or, do you learn this great ſecret from 
the perfections of the divine nature? Does it bring 
0 any revenues of honour to the wiſdom or holineſs, to 
f the juſtice or goodneſs of God, to make a creature, 
5 not only that, may ſin, but that muſt ſin? And then 
3 to puniſh him for ſinning? If Adam was determined 
by the divine being before hand to act only one way, 
sand that the wrong way; to what end is a rule given 
aàd.t all to direct him; anda ſanction annexed to ertorce 
_the obſervance? The Lord God commanded the man, 


=... „ N me 


ſaying, of every tree of the garden thou may /t REEL Y 
of good and evil, 


. | 2 cat: Hut of the tres of the 3 
. | thou ſhalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eateſt 
. 


| ther 5 thou Gali ſurely die. Beſides, 0 
ay, If the divine being wild the fall of Adam, 
before. Adam exiſted, that his fall might be fore-known; 
= then God's will was the cauſe of his tall; and fo Adam's 
Ln was God's act and nat Adam s; he was only pa 
Five. But to | weaeſſtate to fin is more than to 
Sompt :; and yet we are farbid to ſay, or think, ben 


i 6 ugh ©; 
| 2 Gen. it, 16 70 „ ; : ; Wy 
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ble neceſſity upon A 


exiſting in the divine mind 1 as 


2 actions, which were decreed to be 


vine being tlie object 17 our love, our truſt; and des 
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We are THMPTYD, wor are are tempted of God: a R- God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempreth be any man. 
But more of this herrafter, when I ſhall anſwer to 
ſome arguments that may be for God's eter- 
"ſth fote-knowledge of the ſinful actions of free agent. 
The ſum of 1 F have now faid is chis; dhe di- 
2 1 rpoſe 10 1 hay M. a way of 
God's fore-xknowledge of Adam's fall, whatever is 
imply'd in them, the did not lay the leaft imagina- 
to fall; that ſo — _ 
poſe and e knowledge might take place, But 

was, notwithſtanding, as abfolutely res td eat, or 
not to eat, to lin ot en to ſn, to ſtund or fall, as if 
there had been no 000 5 urpoſt or 9 en 


is of 


If our thoughts muſt needs wade into the 
the divine wildom and knowledge, and p er de. 
termine about God's preſcience, it is _ of the two 
to conclude, that the volitions or actions of free agents. 

are not fore-knowable from all eternity, betauſs th 
are "Free ; 3 than to tonceive, that | 


props, 
„are mh free 
* God will 


but neceſſary, becauſe they are fore-Kk 
never than ty us to prying? the honour of one-attri- 
bute, at the expence of another, Or, that we ren 
give more than is due to. his natura! perfections, to 

etract from his moral perfections. We can't think too 
highly of his 1 or purpoſes ; if his holineſs 


1817 juſtice, if his mercy and truth be not injurd. 
t as theſe ate thoſe perfections chat render che di- 


lightful obeyfatice z fo we muſt 'be very cautelous, 


how we adgale any fault that ſhall ſtab cheſs his moſt | 
amiable and adorable excellencies, out of a pretended 
veneration for any other abſolute N —_ 


1 come next, 
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grace, "and 


2 To the perſons that wal Saks this Glvation. And. 
1} - 02 here election may relate either to the ort of perſons 
ttat ſhall obtain falvation, or my the particula ar Per- 
dſions that ſhall'obcain it. 1 | 
Of the two ent of perſons i in this Mien world, be- K 
_ levers and unbelievers, penitent and impenitent, ſuch 
I} _  asobey and ſuch as diſobey the goſpel, God has cho- 
ſiſen or elected che former only unto falvation : the lat- 
terer ſhall be puniſh'd with an everlaſting deſtruction 
from che preſence of the Lord and 55 glory of his 1 
| Therefore it is that the Jews are rejected, be- 
cauſe they ſought to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs 
Iſtead of the righteouſneſs of God revealed | in the 
1 55 oſpel; which 1s all one with the righteouſneſs of 
1 ih and the Gentiles are called and faved, in ſeek- 
i þ | an Gals by b believing and goſpel obedience 
BY it being faith imputed for rende. in o 
| | tion to the works of the law, whereby we are ju fed 
|  _thro* the ſatisfaction and merits of Chriſt Wee 
No che doctrine, that we have deſtroy 1 
24 "my but in God is offer d help, ugh 0.00 Ap wich 
N ſuch an election: nay; it rather eſtabliſhes it. As 
Paul in another caſe 3 Do we make void the law thro! 
ab? God ferbid; yea, we eſtabliſh the law, ' Chriſt 
being the author and 2 of Rich unto all that 
C .̃ ome unto him, and being exalted to give repentance 
+. and forgiveneſs; and i it being poſſible for all to come 
mis oi 
Anukes not 
Jie ver, — ſo not of that 
hath choſen unto eternal li 
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to a man's own fault chat this election 


place in him; that A. is not a tent be- 
8 ow that God 


not Me- 
ally called, and ſo not of the 8 of thoſe that 


: Re ne lies i th election of wake 
ut n the elec 
fans dee Abe e ſome certain perſons 
name, that they all be holy and without blame 
Rom. Il. 3. * ; 
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before him, in 1 ae = 
thoſe that are not thus choſen impoſſible l. e. N e 


it will not follow, that if ſuch . at! ed, othe 
can't be ſaved," do what they will or can? And there 
| fore . it D 6 5 wy 3 70 on dent 
ppolition have deſtroy d themſetves 12 £ | 
VE k A offer d help for them? I anſwer, * 
th canit be true ʒ the ueſtion is, whic 
20 N If one of che two be falſe; be g zueſtic 
is, Which is falſe? that we have dete 9 kel 
both revelation and reaſon, and experience zalls, with 6 ne 
voice proclaim: that ſome certain petfors by name 
are choſen is only pretended to be the language of 
revelation,” Now revelation and reafon' both, are more 
than reyelation alone 3. and much more, "when a man's 
own experience confirms what reaſon and revelation dic. 
tate. Who is the greateſt friend unto this fort of o_ 
tion? One that reconciles it with other doctrines, 
| plainly revealed as election; or, he i {ers them * 
variance? We ſay, the Pap iſts confure cheinſelves, 
who tell us, that if we will, Valitye what weread, the 
Bread and wine in the Lord's ſupper are Ch n 
fleſh and blood: whereas out very pe es, 0 
this, aſfure us, the elements bead and Som 
and not fleſh and blood.” 11 the fame here, they 
ap | to revelation, to be an'eletion by name; 
and from thence in e ſalvation of others is in- 
4 0 di when, if re er be true, the ſalvation of 
| 9 is poſſible, Otherwile ho 1 27 w do they deſtroy them- 
ſelves? How. is there help for them in God? How 
can Fave Ay to them, Why will ye die? 8 
dy, The? we rea Ns of the 85 
that were choſeh to Rahd, > e thee before God 
We Lord 1 and * r rr ang NN that thou 


eee $ it follow, that 
eden nd? Ven el Pure 
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the vin, „Was this all chei Un, that the 
wo mare. Nedfaſt than * Had abe 
And were 1 caſt down to hell, and delivered into 
8 of Flar els, to 0 "unto the j ju jun 
| of f condemnation, only becaliſe they cou'd not 
2 Make thetnſelves better than they Wi 
2* If the dere ty of their falling was fr 85d, 
9 1 Name of their fall too. Sure, their ult was 
more chat this, not do tnake brick without ſtraw of clay, 
Not to exert a power it never dad; or, for a creature 
pot to be able to db ſomething with nothing og Fer os 
Foallactithe to ek 578 tormen 
tſelf will ne ver, eas never do, what it . 
Ra not to be ſtron erthan God? 720 echt 
the conſequence if che election of ſome dhgels or 
; men, renders the Randing. or Jabvation of others im- 


ble. 
124055 ay, All (t fappoſe) vil allow, that the falyation 
er others might have been ble, if the election of 
1 had, nor prevented, ', For if nothing my. may de, but 
hat is, leert be, then there is an end S al govern- 
ents Whether bps af hike” Laws and, f e. 
950 rewards, and puni ments, are all a folemn'a- 


: 5 ment, Ache 90 ſignißcanch: Then it was not right 
obu to 1 bariſees, God was able, of theſe 
42 io 7 þ thildren 1 


Abraharn ©; fince in as 
not do it. according to them he could 

0 0 LIM 1 

welt 144 


nen others had been Nele, had 

an election of none 3, then it mult be ow- 

ing to this election of ce, that the reſt of theworld 

are N undone then Ir ruins more than'it ſaves, 

and 4 aps a thouſand. times over; chen the 

Prince of Pome 7 the air is "oh, much ind debted 
0 


do electio 3 e at extenſive, and 
is iN 6 ſecure and quiet, Election at this tate 
6 of n 2 Pet. ii, ho: Mat. m. 9. 9. 8 | EY 2 in : 2 \ 
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| 1 tos ) p 
brings more prey to his greedy and bloody jaws, than 
all his ſtratagems and fears beſides, Ic eg put: 
all che reſt of the world within the reach of his cruel 
1 en 

r an e e e 
. God deſigu d to the praiſe 6f he gr of his grave Fi 
| - As a diſplay of the riches of his grace? Where is the 
grace, much leſs the riches of divine grace in ſuch an 
election as this? which yet are characters that are, 
* to the election, which is truly fcrips 


The goſpel is a covenant, a covenant of grace. 
This covenant of grace is commanded to be preach'd 
unto all, none excepted, Now let us tura to all the 
covenants upon record, from Geneſis to the Reuela - 
tions ; and we ſhall find that the terms of every cove» 
nant on man's part (whether the covenant was 524 


d fonal, domeſtick, or national) were till ſuch as he 

f either a reſent or remote power to performs : There 
t 4 was either help in hand, or help to be had, to do his 
- part. And ſhall we deny that to the beſt of cqve- 
» nants, to a covenant of grace and diſtinguiſhing fas | 


vour, which is true of all other covenants whatſoever? 
Election does not at all alter the nature of the cove- 
nant ; this remains the ſame z the condition is of po/+ 
Ale performance. | 

But then, becauſe in a ſtate of probation and tri 
there is a power ta refuſe as well as to comply, toa 
or not to act conformably to it; and to a il 
that none might accept the covenant : It pleaſed 
to undertake for a certain number ip all ages, that 

they ſhould yield 27 terms 3 that they 

de drawn by the cord of a man unto @ ſweet ap 
Willing compliance, as a living rule unto others, 
3 98. an, ocular of what they themſelves mig 

| have done; aud that as it Plec/ed the father ta bruiſe 

8 2 5 
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travel of bis ſoul and be ſatiify* 
z (10 as to take away a power © 


race ha 
reſtores 


? the covenant of works,) 
| "IP e unded: in that it not o 
covenant ; but does aſcertain the ſalvation of ſome, 
who by their pious example do condemi the world, 
whilſt they obtain righteouſneſs and ſtrength in the 
uſe of thoſe powers, which others alſo had, (ſome in 
an equal, ſome in a greater degree) but wickedly 
. As our Saviour argues in another caſe; The 
0 Queen of the ſouth ſhall riſe up in the judgment with the 
men of this generation, and ſtall condemn them 3 for ſhe 
rame from the utmoſt paris of the earth, to bear the wiſ- 
| | dom of Solomon, and behold (not only as great, but] 4 
| GREATER than Solomon is bere t. The men of Nineveb. 
' ſhalt riſe up in the judgment with this genergtion, and ſhall 
condemũ it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; 
and behold, (not on ly as great but] a greater | than * 
| 15 is Bere. 

The expediency of ſuch an election as this ſeems evi- 

N tents in as much as without ſuch an election, it 
would {as I obferv'd) have been poſſible, that none 
might have been ſav'd after all "and that Chriſt's 

blood might have been ſhed in vain. 

But you will remember, Sir, that the: election I 
con for damns none; that i it leaves thoſe that are 
not the ſabjects of it, to their free and fair choice, 
whether they will be ſaved or no.” Nay, whilſt it is 

a privilege to be the /all 
great deſign of it is, to cure in all ages! examples 
of pure and undefil'd religion fot che benefit and 
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| Killy excited to put in for the prize of dhe goſpel, 
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again a poſſibility of ſalvation by a new and better 
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"of this election, one 


ene ouragement of others : who are the more power- » 
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Ro 
allow us to ſay, they ſhall be ſaved; Re ohh of 
their ſalvation forbids us to ſay, They Hall not: This 
moſt certain, that nothing but their on — and 
freetefuſals does ſhut them out of the number of thoſe that 
Hall be ſaved, and conclude them under cotidemniitions 
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Chriſt for 
for nis cus, ſays he, [obtained mercy, that in me firſt 
Feſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all ling firing, for @ pattert 


ELI VE on bim to life everlaſting. KEY, | 
Tou will obleres, 1 ſay, that the election I contend 
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| r | 
whilſt they have before Baan fiend 


ces of piety i and obſerve, or are told; che bie- 

tories theſe obtain, ' 

tive dependane, they, in Tpice- of oppoſition, - wo | 
N 


and the progreſs chat by un ac 


make in undiſſembled Chriſtianity. For as te He of 
election might do, (as to points of duty) had they Houbeedl 


elected, what election undertakes that they /hall do i 


they are as ſo many witneſſes; of what the world about 
them, might be and do, would they but awake their dar- 


mant powers, and look up, in imitation of ſuch examples. 
Thus, what a mighty 1 was this to the 


Gentiles, tho* ſunk into brutality, to hope and truſt in 

on, open their repentance z when Pauly 
, tho” ſuch an eminent offender, was ſuck 
ous inſtance of pard 


their a 
an illu 


oning mercy | * Howbeity: 


[viz. of encouragetnent] to them who ſhould tix $arTER 


for, tho” it puts a certainty of ſalvation upon ſome j Jebit 
puts a bar Ae way of Nane: thoꝰ it ables us to ſay 
of ſome, not only that A may, but ball be ſaved 3 ns 
it is never the /e/5, but rather the more true of otbers, that 
they may be ſaved; As the noh-eleCtion of theſe i 


Nay, our bleſſed Lord ſeems plainly to intimate 
difference in his diſcourſe to his carnal heaters ; thatt 


THEY world wot come ùnto him; he had thoſe that wont 


or, notwithſtanding he had thoſe that world come; you 


otbert were welcome; and mib come. Jeſus ſaid u 
themi, I am the bread of life: that —— ule | 
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Hunger, and be that believeth on me ſpall never thirſt. 
But I ſaid-unto you,” that ye alſo baus ſeen me, and believe 
not >; have ſo ſeen me, that ye might believe, and yet 
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* © bolieve mobile All that the Father giveth me, SHALL come unto 
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me; and Bim that cometh to me, (whether of that ſpecial 
number or no) I will w no wiss caſt out, 1 
But againſt this doctrine of a perſonal election, or an 
election of a certain number by nams to everlaſting life, 
it may · be objected; whether ſuch a decree of election 
will not make men neceſſarily good, as much as the decree 
of reprobation makes it neceſſary, that any! ſhould be /in- 
ners? I anſwer, | fi EO: | 
If none can be good, without being free good, with 
a freedom of indifferency, (as none can be ſinners, really 
finners, without being freely ſo) I muſt confeſs the farce 
of the objection, Election, I allow, cannot undertake 
that the creature „ball do that, which after all muſt be 
left intireiy to the liberty of the creature, whether it ſhall 
be done of no. And did the conſtitution of the goſpel - 
covenant give a title to none but unto thoſe, who are 
good from ſuch a principle of freedom, the goodneſs 
of none could, I own, be a/certain'd by the decree of a 


*. perſonal election. 
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But all that is ab, near) to make any evangeli- 
eh good, I take to be this, that ſuch be conſcious of what 
do, and be really directed, and determined in ſuch 
© or ſuch actions by the perception, belief, and love of goſ- 
pel light. But whether it ſhall be in their power to evade 
the evidence and efficacy of this light which ſanctifies, 
or no, alters not the caſe with reſpect to their right and 
witle,, And indeed, if it was not ſo, maſt not the Infants 
r, parents, dying in their infancy, be ae 
uncapable of goſpel holineſs, and conſequentiy be 


>” wdeny'd any right, according to the conſtitution of the 


- «goſpel, unto everlaſting happineſs ; and ſo be left whol- 


) to the uncovenanted mercies of God? 


an 35.56 57. 


But if my account be true, the election - contended | 


for 
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for, may aſcertain ſuch a goodneſi as is neceſſary to entitle * 
the /ubjes of it unto happineſs ; tho” it will leave it po 


ble, that this goodpeſs may want that liberty, which is 


eſſential to the ful free ads of the accommtableterea- 


1 N N . * n ar. 1 N 
ture. Only when I ſay, that it is-poſiblethat ſuch*gagd»" 
neſs may want this liberty, I would not be thought © 


mean, that there is a necſſity to want it. No, ſuch good - 


neſs may notwithſtanding be eventually their own free” 
act. Election only ſecures God's kind interpoſitions to 


| t bring the evidence and their faculties effectually together, 


if needful. Not but that their prai/e-worthbineſs, and 
(probably) their happineſs too, will be encreas'd or ab 
ted, in proportion to the degrees of freedom or neceſſity 
that ſhall be found in their goſpehobedience. The con- 
dition of angels and ſaints in th 
will ſerve to illuſtrate this matter 


theſe, its Fkely,”do 


ſtill retain a real principle of liberty, which confider'd 


in we may. be capable of doing either good or evil: 
And ſo by a right and free exertion of this principle, they 


7 may continue in heaven itſelf to be ſubjects in the ſtric- 
|, teſt ſenſe praiſe worthy, and capable of that peculiar u 


miableneſs that belongs to a moral agent walking in his 
- unconſtrained uprightneſs; only with this happy altera- 
tion in their circumſtances, that having paſs'd thro? 
their ſtate of trial, they are now entitled to the eternal 


low'd, that ſo far as they are at any time actually de- 
termin'd by another, (ſhould it be by the divine Being 


himſelf) and do not freely determine them/2lver; ſofar = 
they ſeem to be only palſiv 4 and ſo, tho? in ſuch in» 
ſtapoes their conduet may ſtill bear a real conformiry 


to the law, yet that puri loveline/; and ſpirit, whi 
is to be. found in activ: . obedience is wanting. 
Thus IL have endeavou 


icular perſons, that ars the ſubjects of it: I have endes ow. 
„ I 
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a ſtate of Confirmation 


watchfulneſs, and conſerving care of the divine Being. 
ſhould any poſſible danger ariſe, Tho? this muſt be al- 


to explain ele&tion whether 
it be of the way to ſalvation, or of the perſons that ſuall bs 
'* faved; whether it be of the ſort of perſons, or ofithe ar 


e 1 ay, to explain i itin away . witlr it bY, with» 
the moral perfeftions of God, and with ſuch like expreſſi- 
ons in ſcripture, O J/-ae!, thou haſt deftroy'd thy Jeif 3 er 
| 8 14 . And having laid down wha e to be the 
_ f God in this matter, 1 lüb my thoughts 0 
tie candid and zudicious. 

My labour on this head may, tis poſſible, he unac- 
exptable to./ome, But this is my apology, it is a task that 
een in a manner forc'd apo n me by others in the de- 
V ence of the: goſpel, which y ſeein willing to incloſe, 
11% 52 e vhllſt they tepreſent it as an offer made ſin- 
eh unto ſome few, they know not who; unto others 
1 Te ge only ; and even unto both, upon terms impoſ- 

N creature, it ſuch help as the later Cannot 
2 in, and the fortnig now not bow to obtain: and all 

to gratify ſome dufling Ini 
. wniver/al ad; aþ/alute « 
But wow'd they not 
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inc 3 . 0 

abfſurditieʒ that they ory by laying down their 
own peculiarities, which are N precarious or falſe, 
8 prinapls; wou'd they not do this ; the enemies of the J 

FP 3 ufe a wau'd (I am perſuaded) be fewer ; the ſcans 

of euplications wou'd be leſs 3 the dignity of the go/pel 

effer wou'd appear grrater ; the finer be more inexcuſable 
and lſelf-condemned; and the encourngements to firive to ehter 
into the.kingdom beaven, wou'd be more eee 

i 221 aſſve. So much for the decree of ini. 

8 | ſhou'd now 24 "reads other head, viti of the 
Guin preſcience of fi Fand haye examin'd, what 3 
3 2 doctrine of God's fore · xnowledge, that militates 
Aggaiaſt the paſſbility of our common ſalvation; but this 
5 N * = ſec of another letter: I am, 5 
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